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Distribution of Cephalopods in the Yellow Sea, Korea
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ABSTRACT

Distribution of Cephalopods was investigated in the Yellow Sea, Korea from February, 2006 to November, 2008.
The species composition of cephalopods, consisting of 14 species and 19,789 individuals has been identified. The
dominant species of the Yellow sea was Euprymna morsei. The dominant species of the northern part, middle part
and southern part were Todarodes pacificus, Loligo spp. and Loligo beka.
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Fig 1. A map of sampling sites (m : offshore, e : coastal
water, black : Northern part, red : middle part, blue :
southern part).
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Table 1. The number of individuals of Cephalopods in the Yellow Sea, Korea

No. of the northern No. of the middle of No. of the southern

No. Scientific name part of Yellow sea Yellow sea part of Yellow sea  Total
(Ganghwa) (Gunsan) (Jindo)

1 Fuprymna morser 1,114 44 3,225 4,383

2 Loligo beka 5 759 7,226 7,990

3 Loligo japonica 8 312 35 355

4 Loligo spp. (large size) 69 2,111 0 2,180

5 Loligo spp. (small size) 52 1,836 0 1,888

6 Octopus minor 2 4 75 81

7 Octopus ocellatus 118 133 500 751

8 Octopus vulgaris 1 5 1 7

9 Rossia pacifica 125 0 0 125

10 Sepia esculenta 2 11 12 25
11 Sepiella japonica 25 0 0 25
12 Sepiola birostrata 23 0 0 23
13 Sepioteuthis lessoniana 1 0 0 1
14 Todarodes pacificus 1,116 499 340 1,955
Total 2,661 5,714 11,414 19,789
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Fig. 2. Seasonal variation of the mimiika bobtail,
Euprymna morsei in the Yellow Sea, Korea. Left :
Coastal water, Right : Offshore.
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Fig. 3. Seasonal variation of the beka squid, Loligo beka in
the Yellow Sea, Korea. Left: Coastal water, Right:
Offshore.
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Fig. 4. Seasonal variation of the common squid,
Todarodes pacificus in the Yellow Sea, Korea.
Left : Coastal water, Right : Offshore.



Distribution of Cephalopods in the Yellow Sea, Korea

W Ganghwa
W Gunsan
Jindo
500 -
450 7
400
350
300 — m Ganghwa
250
200 - m Sunsan
150 +° Jindo
100 +
5
D & T T T 1

Feb May Aug Nov

Fig. 5. Seasonal variation of the webfoot octopus,
Octopus ocellatus in the Yellow Sea, Korea. Left :
Coastal water, Right : Offshore.
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