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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study on Diversity in MIS Research Between
South Korea and China: 1999~2003

Ho-Kyun Shin * Young-Ae Kim

The focus of this study is to analyze between South Korea and China in terms of diversity in
Management Information Systems research. As a result, there is herding phenomenon regarding
researches in both of the countries compared to other previous studies. There also seemed to be
lack of in-depth study of basic theories and connection to related field of study considering the
broad topics of management information, unlike other international journals that pursue diversity
in control referencing various methodologies, analysis units and many citations. Therefore, both
South Korea and China should stabilize theoretical base of MIS through securing independent field
of MIS along with founding the fundamentals by searching in diversified fields, methodologies
and analysis units with focused topics.

The upshot here is that with respect to diversity in MIS from both countries, to alleviate herding
phenomenon, enforcing accuracy of data collection and reducing convenience pursuit should be
implemented. Also as criteria to select a topic, different kinds of consulting concepts and taking
social issues into consideration that helps tool development and analysis power should be done.
Through varied methodologies, tool development and analysis power should be assisted and
analysis unit should be shifted to organization unit for Korea and team or individual for China
only to augment the accessibility.

As a limitation for the paper is that the data used in this analysis is secondary data. In addition,
although time period used in both countries were the same, object of analysis had homogeneity
in Korean case while Chinese one having heterogeneity from 19 different journals. For the future
studies, multicultural comparison or time series analysis and their comparison in deeper approach

with regard to object of analysis and methodologies can contribute to further MIS diversity.

Keywords: MIS research, Diversity, Research Topic, Research Method, Units of Analysis,

Reference Disciplines
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