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Development and Application of Evaluation Criteria for Free Inquiry
Activity Reports of Elementary School Students

Kim, Sook-kyoung - Jeoung, Jin-Su' - Chun, Jaesun'
(Seoul Deungchon Elementary School) - (Daegu University)Jr - (Korea National University of Education)*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to develop criteria for evaluating final reports of free inquiry activity and to
apply developed evaluation criteria to free inquiry activity reports. 323 inquiry reports submitted to internal
contests in the elementary schools as well as 189 award-winning ones from the inquiry competition for students
in Seoul were collected. Nine categories and 18 sub-categories of evaluation criteria were derived from collecting
reports analysis, literature reviews and interviews with 15 elementary school teachers. Criteria for each sub-category
were organized into three steps and 12 elementary school teachers assigned scores for each sub-category, which
were averaged. 132 including both award-winning and general reports were evaluated based on the developed
evaluation criteria. The content validity and the reliability across scorers were significant. Furthermore, award-
winning and general reports were significantly distinguished by the developed criteria in terms of all sub-category
scores. The developed evaluation criteria will be an effective tool to assess student's free inquiry activity.

Key words : inquiry reports, free inquiry, evaluation criteria, elementary school student, elementary school
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