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<Abgtract>

Objectives: To invedigate the raionship between experience of hunger in childhood or adolescence and digbetes mdllitus in old age
Methods. Stratified nationd samples of 421 men and 554 women aged 60-89 in South Korea were andyzed. Digbetes diagnosed by a
doctor was usad as the dependent variable. Experience of hunger in childhood was assessed with the question, “In your childhood, have
you ever gone hungry with skipping a meal?’ and “In your childhood, have you ever eaten porridge or some bran cake as man dish
indead of rice because of lack of food? Odds ratios (ORs) and 95% confidence intervad (Cl) were cdculated by multiple logigic
regressions. Results: ORs of diabetes by experience of hunger in childhood were 1.64(95% Cl 0.95-2.83) for men and 1.58(95% Cl
1.01-2.47) for women. Significant association of experience of hunger in childhood with prevdence of digbetes persisted in men after
adjustment for adulthood and old age socioeconomic pogtion indicators and other risk factors(OR 1.88(95% Cl 1.04-341)). The effect
of experience of hunger in 10-19 years was more prominent than that in less than 10 years in both gender. Conclusion: Experience of
hunger in childhood or adolescence may increase the risk of diabetes in Korean elders.

Key words: Hunger, Diabetes mdlitus, Old age, Life course goproach, Socioeconomic factor
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