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Fig. 1. Three dimensional neck CT.
Narrowed space in the subglottic area
(arrow) suggests stenosis. Note that
the distal trachea-esophageal fistula
(arrow head) is located posterior to
the tracheal bifurcation.
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Fig. 2. Chest AP after endotracheal

intubation shows subcutaneous
emphysema (arrows) and pneumo-
mediastinum. Intubated endotracheal
tube was located above the tracheal
bifurcation.
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Conservative Management of Tracheal Injury After Endotracheal
Intubation in a Neonate with Subglottic Stenosis and Esophageal
Atresia with Tracheoesophageal Fistula

Eunyoung Jung, M.D., Soon-Ok Choi, M.D., Woo-Hyun Park, M.D.

Division of Pediatric Surgery, Department of Surgery, Dongsan
Medical Center, Keimyung University School of Medicine,

Daegu, Korea

Tracheal injury is a rare complication of endo-tracheal intubation. However in
neonates, the rates of morbidity and mortality are high. Recommendations for
treatment are based on the several reports of this injury and are individualized.
Conservative management can be effective in some cases. We describe the case of a
neonate who presented with subcutaneous emphysema after intubation in a
neonatal intensive care unit. This patient suffered full VACTERL syndrome and had
1.7mm diameter subglottic stenosis. Conservative management resulted in no
further increase in subcutaneous emphysema and after 10 days the patient was
stable.

(J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 16(1):37~42), 2010.

Index Words : Trachedl injury, Therapy, Laryngostenosis, Esophageal atresia, Tracheoesophageal fistula
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