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Factors Associated with the Problem Behaviors Perceived by Mothers

of Pre-school Age Children
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify factors associated with the problem behaviors perceived by moth-

ers of pre-school age children. Methods: The participants were 211 mothers living in 3 cities

in Korea. The data were col-

lected from May to June 2009 using a self-reported questionnaire including demographic data, child rearing-attitude, and
K-CBCL 1.5-5. The data were analyzed using SPSS WIN 12.0 version. Results: Factors related to the mothers’ percep-
tion on problem behaviors of their preschool child were; first born child, economic status, rearing attitude and occupation-
al status of mother. Conclusion: According to the result of this study, mothers reporting lower economic status perceived
their children with more behavioral problems. Also, compared to the second or only child, the first born children were per-
ceived to have more problems. Further study is needed to understand the mother and child interaction among these groups

to implement appropriate parent education and counseling.
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Egger & Angold, 2006; Lee, Shin, Chun, & Park, 2004),
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2wtk Y-S 7%1 oJm U7} 10178(47.9%), AAFHSI
971 110 (52.1%)°] It Tabel 1).
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SREAI 5] = oFso] 399H(18.5%), HSEAHF0] A
£ oFsol 32H(15.2%), AAEAY O] e ool 357

Table 1. General Characteristics (N=211)
Variables Categories n (%) M (SD)
Gender of child Male 95 (45.0)

Female 116 (55.0)
Age of child (yr) 3 14 (6.6) 4.8(0.9)
4 63 (30.0)
5 74 (35.0)
6 60 (28.4)
Birth order of child Only child 49(23.2)
First 62 (29.4)
Second 87 (41.2)
Third 13(6.2)
Birth interval (month) 38.5(22.6)
Number of children 1 49 (23.2)
2 142 (67.3)
>3 20(9.5)
Age (yr) 36.3(3.4)
Educational level Under high school 48 (22.8)
College 141 (66.8)
Over college 22 (10.4)
Economic status High 0(0.0)
Middle-high 29 (13.7)
Middle-middle 125 (59.2)
Middle-low 42 (20.0)
Low 15(7.1)
Employment status Yes 101 (47.9)
No 110 (52.1)
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Table 2. Problem Behaviors of Children (N=211)
Problem behavior
Variables Categories M (SD) Normal Clinical
n (%) n (%)
Total problem behavior 25.25(16.79) 176 (83.4)" 35(16.6)"
Internalized problem behavior 8.50 (6.67) 172 (81.5)* 39 (18.5)'
Emotionally reactive 2.30(2.19) 201 (95.26)" 10 (4.74)¢
Anxious/depressed 3.07 (2.36) 198 (93.84)* 13(6.16)*
Somatic complaints 1.54 (1.79) 198 (93.84)' 13(6.16)*
Withdrawn 1.59 (1.91) 191 (90.52)° 20 (9.48)*
Externalized problem behavior 7.65 (5.74) 179 (84.8)* 32(15.2)'
Attention problems 1.32(1.55) 200 (94.79) 11 (5.21)¢
Aggressive behavior 6.32 (4.70) 202 (95.73)" 9(4.27)
Sleep problems 2.01(1.86) 200 (94.79)" 11 (5.21)¢
Etc. 7.09 (4.80)
*t<60; 't>60; 't<65; t>65.
Table 3. Problem Behavior according to Children’s Characteristics (N=211)
Total problem behavior Externalizing problem behavior Internalizing problem behavior
Variables Categories n
Normal Clinical — x*/t P Normal Clinical — x*/t p  Normal Clinical ~ x*!t p
Gender Male 95 79 16 0.01  >.999 76 19 3.14 .085 80 15 0.83 379
Female 111 97 19 103 13 92 24
Age (yr) 34 4 89 17 2.28 320 87 19 1.85 .390 87 19 1.34 512
5 65 63 16 62 1 62 17
6 100 24 2 23 2 23 3
Sibling No 50 40 10 0.55 514 42 8 0.04 824 39 1 0.54 532
Yes 156 136 25 137 24 133 28
Birth interval 211 169 32 0.15 879
Birth order Only child 48 39 9 750 023 42 6 1057 .005 40 8 11.24 .004
First 62 44 18 45 17 44 18
Second or higher101 89 12 92 9 92 9
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Table 4. Problem Behavior according to Mother’s Characteristics
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(N=211)

Total problem behavior

Externalized problem behavior Internalized problem behavior

Variables  Categories n
Normal Clinical X p Normal Clinical  x*t p Normal Clinical  x*t p

Child-rearing 211 51.99+7.37 58.40+8.03 4.62 <.001 52.02+7.34 58.91+8.05 4.82 <001 52.05+7.45 57.54+8.03 4.10 <.001
attitude
Education  Under high 48 38 10 09 619 38 10 324 198 40 8 37 832
level school

College 141 120 21 124 17 115 26

Over college 22 18 4 17 5 17 5
Economic Low & middle- 57 40 17 11.64 .003 45 12 230 317 40 17 945 .009
status low

Middle-middle 125 108 17 108 17 104 21

High & middle- 29 28 1 26 3 28 1

high
Age (yr) <35 81 60 21 8.29 .007 65 16 215 .168 59 22 6.57 017

>35 130 116 14 114 16 113 17
Employment Yes 101 91 10 6.26 .016 93 8 790 .007 86 15 170 217
status No 110 85 25 86 24 86 24

Table 5. Result of Logistic Regression of Problem Behavior

(N=211)

Variable Division Oddsratio p 95% Cl
Child-rearing attitude 113 <001 1.06-1.20
Sibling order Second or higher 012

Only child 343 046 1.02-11.50

First 536 .003 1.74-16.48
Economic status High or 021

middle-high

Middle-middle 481 204 0.43-54.21

Low or middle-low 1413 .037 1.17-171.18
Age of mother (yr) 097 719 084-1.12
Employment status ~ Yes

No 265 .034 1.08-653

Cl=confidence interval.
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