298 A28 gevhee Fuge] o] B AT

A Case Study on Residents’ Involvement in Skarkall Ecovillage in Sweden
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<Abstract>

This study aims to describe actual condition of residents’ involvement of Skirkill ecovillage in Sweden by in-depth interviews
with five residents. This study, hopefully, could contribute to offer useful information for forming ecovillage, as well as awakening
about ecovillage movement to the public in Korea. The interviews were fulfilled during spring of 2010 in Giteborg and Skirkill ecovillage
in Sweden. The results are as follows: 1) In terms of overall residents’ involvement by self-evaluation, everybody agrees with that
residents” involvement was quite excellent during forming stage of the village, while it has been notably decreased now in running
stage. It reveals there is a gap between ideology and reality. 2) Concerning decision making method, they use majority decision instead
of consensus, since only 9 households of 20 are residing there all year around, it is hardly possible to assemble all the residents
in the meeting. In Accordance with problematic conflicts in the village recently, development of socialization with others and education
of communication skill for residents probably could be helpful to resolve conflicts among residents in long term. 3) In terms of evaluation
of ecovillage movement in Skirkall ecovillage, it is the fact that many residents live less self-sufficiently, more energy consumed than
the ideology pursuits. Also, they live with close connections with conventional society. Nevertheless, the efforts they are willing to

practice 3R principles (Recycle, Reuse, Reduction) have to be highly respected, if we consider its educational influence to environmental
movement for the conventional society.
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