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A Study on the Characteristics of the Traditional Malay Houses

- case study of Rumah Penghulu -
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Abstract Malaysian traditional houses are basically post-and-beam structures raised on pillars, with gabled roofs. They
were designed and built by the people themselves to meet specific needs, accommodating the values, economies
and ways of lite of cultures that produce them.
The main purpose of this study is to understand the form and culture of Traditional houses in Malaysia through
two parts. The first part is to summarize the general characteristic of traditional houses of Malaysia in the aspect
of two different perspectives. One is the climate perspective, for which the analysis was made on the primary
characteristics such as the climate, material, structure of the vernacular houses. The other one is the
social-cultural perspective which try to find the religion, belief, life style and social and family relationship which
controlled the forms of the housing under the surface. As a result, this study summarise and find the outstanding
and unigue meaning and definition of the traditional houses in Malaysia.
The second part is to survey the specific case of the traditional house. Rumah Penghulu which were located in
Kuala Lumpur were analyzed. As a result, this study summarise and find the formal and symbolic features of the
traditional Malay houses. We hope that this study addresses the blank area in Korean housing studies about
Southeast Asia countries which have not been clearly introduced yet.
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