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Shim-Song Yon-Gu 2010, 25 : 2

(ABSTRACT>

The Interpretation of German Fairy Tale “Three Dogs”
from the Aspect of Analytical Psychology

Kwang Ja Lee’

I tried here to interpret german fairy tale “Three Dogs” from the aspect of an-
alytical psychology. A poor young shepherd will be ‘hero’accidently while wan-
dering the world to find good luck. When he was exhausted and frustrated in
wandering life, a stranger appeared before him. A stranger offered barter. So he
exchanged three sheep with three black dogs which a stranger had. One dog can
bring the food. Another dog can tear everything. The last one can break even
steel and iron. After that, shepherd led a satisfactory wandering life. On the way,
he met a sad princess who should sacrifice herself for the piece of the country
to the dragon which swallows a young girl yearly. But the strong black dog
which tears everything, killed the dragon and saved the princess from the sac-
rifice. After that, a young shepherd promised princess to come back to her af-
ter three years of wandering life. In the meanwhile a horse driver played hero
false. But the princess couldn’t reveal the truth because of the threat of horse
driver. Three years later, the young shepherd appeared in the castle. But the true
hero was caught in the prison and finally cried out the strongest dog and suc-
ceeded in escaping from the prison. And with help of another dog which bring
food to him, he could meet the princess and finally married her. So they lived
happy life for a long time. But he remembered the poor younger sister. So he
wanted to live together with her. After that, three dogs left him with saying, they
stayed to see whether he shares his good fortune with his younger sister. Then
they turned into birds and disappeared in the air. In this fairy tale can we find
many important symbols. With the amplification of symbols and the interpreta-
tion of this fairy tale in terms of Jung’s analytical psychology, I tried to find the
meaning of individuation process in this fairy tale. Hero kills the dragon which
could symbolize negative mother archetype. After overcoming the negative
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mother complex, he could get princess which could be expressive of Anima.
This marriage could symbolize coniunctio oppositorum, an important process
in individuation. Each fairy tale tells us the individuation process in a different
way. And the fairy tale works always in our mind with plain, simple, pure, crys-
tal like nature. Through it can we take precious treasure like wisdom for life.

KEY WORDS : Fairy tale - Analytical psychology - Three dogs - Individuation
process.
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