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ABSTRACT

Discursive Politics of the Media and Economic Crisis:
A Case Study about “"Korea's September Crisis in 2008~

Sung—Hae Kim" * Chun—-Sik Kim"* * Hwa—Nyeon Kim™™*

Korean society, suffered from a severe currency crisis in 1997, had scarcely missed another market
meltdown in 2008. However, neither economic fundamentals nor has political stability little to do with
the recent crises. This paper thus projects the possibility of ‘self-fulfilling crisis’ in which the media
took a critical part in amplifying “crisis discourses.” For the purpose of understanding of media’s impact
on such a crisis, at first, this paper chose ‘September Crisis in 2008 as a case study. While collecting
news articles about the crisis, then, total 118 news articles collected from mainstream newspapers such
as DongA-ilho and Money Today have been analyzed in terms of media frame and discourse strategies.
Research results showed that not only has the crisis discourse been shifted by economic situations, but
the media re-constructed economic realities in way of justifying their political ideology and loyal readership.
Taking those findings into consideration, in final, the authors urged the media to improve their performance
by embracing more responsible and professional manners.

Keywords: Discourse Politics, Economic Crisis, Media Discourse, Frame, Political Partisanship, Discourse
Competition
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