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Abstract

In this research, we analyzed the effects of the independent research program on the educational experience of
undergraduate students in a research—centered university setting. The independent research program was developed to
provide undergraduate students with opportunities to engage in self(student)—initiated, self—regulated and self—responsible
research projects. We hypothesized that outcomes of the program would be utilized as a baseline information in
formulating the strategies for improvement of the undergraduate curriculum. Eighty three undergraduate students
participated in the program during the period of 2003—2009. In order to evaluate results of the program, we carried out
survey and in—depth interviews with the participants. According to the participant reports, the independent research
program has helped them to develop self—managed research abilities and problem solving skills. They also indicate that
the program has offered them the opportunities to survey the various major fields transcending different domains, so as
to help them to contemplate on their future career choices. We suggest that such information may provide an essential
guideline for developing an innovative undergraduate curriculum.
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<Table 3> Information on the Students who Participated in the In-Depth Interviews and Evaluation Session by

Faculty Advisers
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<Table 5> Participants' Evaluation of the Undergraduate Research Programs at the Seoul National University
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