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A Review of Community Health Nursing Research in Korea and Japan
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to compare similarities and differences in research trends for community
health nursing between Korea and Japan. Methods: Comparison was made in terms of research design, data
collection and sampling method, and key concepts from community health nursing research by literature review.
We analyzed original articles from representative Journals covering community health nursing research from
2004 to 2008. Results: We found that research design was quite different between the two countries. Quantitative
research design was dominant in Korea, while qualitative and qualitative research designs were used equally in
Japan. In particular, outcome research was found only in Korean papers. Conclusion: Based on the comparison,
the following recommendations are suggested related to the strengths and weaknesses of research concepts and
methods observed in each country. It is suggested that future collaboration should be undertaken especially to
improve the diversity of research design and method. More diverse research designs should be used in both
countries. Particularly in today’s aged society, evidence-based research and outcome research are needed for
community health nursing in both countries.
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Table 1. A Comparison the Number of Community Health Nursing Research between Korea and Japan for 10 Years from

Related Journals

Korea Japan

Source

Year  JKAN JKACHN JKAPHN KJOHN JKAHHN Total JJANS JJSNR JJACHN JJAHC JJAREN JJSDN JJSNS Total
1999 120 40 25 17 7 209 13 3 14 11 - - - 41
2000 126 43 35 16 7 227 11 13 11 11 - - - 46
2001 96 70 32 13 12 223 14 12 27 16 4 8 - 81
2002 93 50 35 13 12 203 15 16 26 15 5 6 3 86
2003 120 66 27 16 15 244 8 13 18 16 7 5 21 88
2004 148 57 29 12 6 252 22 14 23 13 8 B 26 109
2005 150 47 31 14 12 254 27 18 19 23 6 B 4 100
2006 133 50 17 14 6 220 19 22 22 9 4 10 7 93
2007 126 60 22 25 11 244 19 22 26 18 11 6 7 109
2008 9 61 21 25 12 215 17 16 23 12 14 4 4 90
Total 1,208 544 274 165 100 2,291 165 149 209 144 59 45 72 843
% 527 237 12.0 7.2 44 1000 19.6 17.7 248 17.1 7.0 5.3 8.5 100.0

JKAN=Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing; JRACHN=Journal of Korean Academy of Community Health Nursing; JKRAPHN=Journal of Korean

Academy of Public Health Nursing; KJOHN=Korean Journal of Occupational Health Nursing; JRAHHN=Journal of Korean Academic Society of Home
Health Care Nursing; JJANS=Journal of Japan Academy of Nursing Science; JJSNR=Journal of Japan Society of Nursing Research; JJACHN= Journal of
Japan Academy of Community Health Nursing; JJAHC=Journal of Japan Academy of Home Care; JJARFN=Journal of Japanese Association for Research
in Family Nursing; JJSDN=Journal of Japan Society of Disaster Nursing; JJSNS=Journal of Japanese Society for the study of Nursing and Social Work,

Table 2. A Comparison of the Major Key Concept for Community Health Nursing Research between Korea and Japan for 5 Years

Source Korea Japan
ST PHN ITHN SHN FHN OCHN  Total PHN ITHN SHN FHN OCHN Total
2004 14 6 7 8 22 57 9 2 0 9 3 23
2005 2 10 11 6 18 47 6 2 0 5 6 19
2006 10 8 15 1 16 50 7 1 0 3 11 22
2007 10 8 21 3 18 60 13 1 0 4 8 26
2008 8 3 19 4 27 61 9 3 2 3 6 23
Total 44 35 73 22 101 275 44 9 2 24 34 113
% 16.0 12,7 26.5 8.0 36.8 100.0 38.9 8.0 1.8 21.2 30.1 100.0

PHN=public health nursing; IHN=industrial health nursing; SHN=school health nursing; FHN=family health nursing; OCHN=others in community
health nursing,
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Table 3. A Comparison of the Specific Research Design for Community Health Nursing Research between Korea and Japan for

5 Years
Korea Japan
Research design
n (%) n (%)
Quantitative Descriptive level 64 (23.3) 26 (23.0)
Instrument development (including meta analysis) 4 (1.5) 5 (4.4)
Secondary analysis (including literature review) 10 (3.6) 5 (4.4)
Program development 8 (2.9 0 (0.0)
Correlative level 40 (14.5) 2(1.8)
Predictive level 69 (25.1) 16 (14.2)
Quasi-experiment 61 (22.2) 5 (4.4)
Qualitative Qualitative descriptive research 0 (0.0) 43 (38.1)
Phenomenological research 5(1.8) 0 (0.0)
Grounded theory research 5(1.8) 5 (4.4)
Ethnographical research 1 (0.4) 3(2.7)
Historical research 0 (0.0 1 (0.9)
Q-method 2(0.7) 0 (0.0)
Others (including action research) 0 (0.0) 2(1.8)
Outcome research 6(2.2) 0 (0.0)
Total number 275 (100.0) 113 (100.0)

Table 4. A Comparison of the Data Collection Method for
Community Health Nursing Research between Korea and
Japan for 5 years

Table 5. A Comparison of Sampling Method and Size for
Community Health Nursing Research between Korea and
Japan for 5 years

K K
Methods for data collection ored Japan Variables Ofcd Japan
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)

Nursing intervention 59 (21.5) 6 (5.3) Sampling method
Questionnaire survey 159 (57.8) 6 (5.3) Eggzgs;ﬁpeﬂclinsimphng }Z Eg% 8 Eggi
Mail survey 9 (3.3) 32 (28.3) Convenient sampling 234 (85.1) 107 (94.7)

) Literature review 7 (2.5) 0 (0.0)
Record analysis 6(2.2) 3(2.7) Others 1(0.4) 6(53)
Secondary (nursing bill etc,) 9 (3.3) 0 (0.0) Total 275 (100.0) 113 (100.0)
Personal in-depth interview 16 (5.8) 40 (35.4) Seimiplle e
Focus group interview 0 (0.0 1 (0.9) <30 26 (9.5) 54 (47.8)
Program development 6(2.2) 0 (0.0) 28:38 é(l) gﬁ;) 1; Ezg
Expert opinion 2(0.7) 0 (0.0 100~499 139 (50.5) 22 (19.5)

- 500~999 26 (9.5) 9 (8.0)

Others 7@5) 1 168 >1,000 31 (11.3) 4(3.5)
Combination 2(0.7) 6 (5.3) Others 2(0.7) 6 (5.3)
Total 275 (100.0) 113 (100.0) Total 275 (100.0) 113 (100.0)
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