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A Study on Disaster Recognition and Feasibility of
Disaster Prevention Based on Place Names*
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Abstract : Patterns and regional distribution of disaster—related place names have been analyzed to confirm the
recognition and probability of disaster and to explore the possibility of disaster prevention measures. 106 terms and
37,901 place names related to disaster and prevention measures have been collected from the Korean gazetteers
"Hanguk Jimyeong Chongnam;. Based on this, some conclusions have been drawn; firstly, place names related to
the geomorphic processes and prevention measures are more common than any other disasters; secondly, place
names related to heavy rain, flooding and drowning are most common. Analysis of the regional distribution pattern
shows that disaster-related place names are most common in Jeolla and Gyeongsang Provinces and general place
names reflecting environmental concern such as water, sand, plain, rain and dam are distributed evenly throughout
the whole country; howe, r, place names such as dumbeong, gureong, yeoul, tan(#), bangjuk, je(8®), and ji(#h)
are restricted to the specific region, which shows that place names reflects the locational and toprn sucic
ainuations. Case st, anindicates that prevention measures should be focused on tributaries and srill villeys conaid
ring that disasters originated from the combination of weather and landform conditions are most common
throughout the whole country.
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