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Geographical Cognition and the Literary Geography
Figuration of the ‘Dong Hae’ in Joseon Dynasty*
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Abstract : While the Dong Hae was originally named for the point of the compass, it became a proper noun
containing knowledge on the long history. The Dong Hae has played host to a number of historic events and
cultural meanings and is a geographical space in the nature. This study examined the geographical cognition of
ancestors about the Dong Hae among the historic and cultural meanings of Dong Hae and a variety of figurations
described in literature. Intellectuals of the Joseon period identified the global geography on a higher level and
recognized the geography and topography of the land in the structure that they identified. In this aspect, Mt
Backdu, one of two mountains which dominated the world, ruled the geography of Liaodong field, the Korean
peninsula and Japan, Historical geographers mentioned the Dong Hae whenever discussing Mrt. Baekdu and
Baekdudaegan (Great Range) from long ago. Baekdudaegan and the Dong Hae are the complete symbol of
national territory with great size, depth, height, width, dignity and magnanimity.

The cultural figurations of the Dong Hae were classified into four categories. In Korean literature, the Dong
Hae strengthened the spirits of those who lived in the Korean peninsula. Second, the Dong Hae was the basis to
see through and deliberate the reasons of life and the world. Third, the view of the Dong Hae from Baekdudaegan
changed the cognition about the land. Finally, the Dong Hae was where the hard life of people in the fishing
villages occurred and a variety of customs and trades were dynamically deployed.

Key Words : Dong Hae, Backdudaegan, cognition on landscape, topography of land, historic and cultural space
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