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This study analyzed the effect of poverty on children’s health, using data from
wave 1-5(2004-2008) 1f the Seoul Panel Study of Children surveys(SPSC). The
analysis results indicated that poverty has a negative effect on child health over
time when controlling for potential variables that mediate the family income-child
health association. There was also a strong cumulative effect of poverty that
explains much of the strengthening association between the length of poverty and
child health. The negative effect of poverty on child health could be enhanced
through poor mother-child relationship and marital conflict. This finding suggests
that programs to improve child health, by implication, will require family level
interventions such as increasing income support and improving care-giving and
family interaction.
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