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Follow-up Study on the Acculturation and Adataption to South
Korea among North Korean Defecting Adolescents

Hong, Soon-Hae
(Seoul Women’s University)
Lee, Sook-Young
(Seoul Women’s University)
Kim, Sun-Hwa

(Seoul Women's University)

It is a follow-up study on acculturation types and adaptation level to South
Korea among North Korean defecting adolescents who participated in the study
with the same purpose five years ago(2003). The study of 2003(1st year study)
was done with 90 adolescents, out of whom 46 participated in this study(2nd
year study). The data from 46 subjects who participated in both 1st and 2nd
studies were analyzed. The results on individual acculturation type showed that
40% of the respondents who belonged to ‘marginal’ or 'separated” types in the 1st
study were changed to “assimilated” or ’integrated’ types in the 2nd. Twenty
percent changed from ’assimilated” or ’integrated” types in the 1st study to
‘marginal’ or ’separated” in the 2nd. Furthermore, the higher is the acceptance
level of South Korean culture, the lower are their psycho-social problems and the
higher is the satisfaction level of daily lives in South Korea. While the higher is
the preservation level of North Korean culture, the higher is aggression. Based on
the results, the study developed discussion on diverse alternative plans for
helping North Korean defecting adolescents in successfully adjusting to the South
Korean society.

Key words : North Korean defecting adolescents, acculturation, South Korean
Adaptation, psycho-social problems, satisfaction level of daily

lives.
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