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A Survey on the Certification and Curriculum Development for
Hospice and Palliative Care Professionals

Jina Kang, M.EA,, Do Yeun Kim, M.D.*, Dong Wook Shin, MD MB.A.,
Si-Young Kim, M.D.' and Soon Nam Lee, MD."

Hospice & Palliative Care Branch, National Cancer Center, *Dongguk University-Seoul,
Graduate School of Medicine, "Division of Medical Oncology, KyungHee University Medical Center,
T Division of Medical Oncology, Ewha Womans University Mokdong Hospital, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: The survey was aimed to provide basic data to develop a certification system for hospice and palliative
care professionals. Methods: National Cancer Center (NCC) and the Korean Society for Hospice & Palliative Care
(KSHPC) conducted the survey for hospice and palliative care professionals who worked at 34 Palliative care units
designated by the Ministry of Health, Welfare, and Family Affairs (MW) and the members of the KSHPC. The
survey was conducted via e-mail from June 17 to 23, 2009. Total 220 professionals were surveyed. Results: Most
of the hospice and palliative care professionals reported a great need for certification system: Physician, 90%
(n=51) nurse, 84% (n=134) social worker, 89% (n=35). In regard with the requirement for the certification,
a majority of physicians (46%) preferreddiploma course, while social workers (46%) preferred training course for
medical social workers. Concerning the certification body, physician (45%) preferred the KSHPC and the MW
almost equally, while nurses (50%) and social workers (60%) preferred the MW highly. As for the body to develop
and accredit advance training course for each professionals, most of the physicians (51%) preferred the KSHPC,
whereas nurses and social workers preferred collaboration of the MW (or NCC) with the professional society, such
as the KSHPC (23%), the Korean Hospice & Palliative nurses association for nurses (21%), or the Korean
association of (medical) social workers (37%). Lastly, all respondents preferred the course format of once a week,
full day, and some field study at weekend. Conclusion: Korean hospice and palliative care professionals identified
the great need for the certification system, therefore, the adequate system development must be followed to reflect
their voice. (Korean J Hosp Palliat Care 2010;13:32-40)

Key Words: Certification, Education, Medical, Program development, Accreditation, Data collection
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants (n=220).

Characteristic n (%)

Gender

Male 38 (17)

Female 182 (83)
Job

Physician 51 (23)

Nurse 134 (61)

Social worker 35 (16)
Affiliation

Palliative care unit/hospice designated by MW* 124 (56)

Other palliative care unit/hospice 33 (15)

General Ward 20 (9)

Non-medical hospice Units (e.g. social welfare facilities) 8 (4)

University/Research Institute 24 (11)

Others 11 (5)
Years in clinical practice(years)

0~10 108 (49)

11~20 71 (32)

21~30 27 (12)

31 or longer 14 (7)
Years in palliative care practice (years)

0~10 196 (89)

11~20 20 (9)

21~30 2.1

31 or longer 2 (1)

*MW: Ministry of health, welfare, and family affairs.
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Figure 1. Perceived need for official certification of hospice & palliative professionals: (A) Physician, (B) Nurse, (C) Social worker.
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