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Usage of Statistics in Clinical Trials

Hong Yup Ahn, Ph.D.

Department Statistics, Dongguk University-Seoul, Seoul, Korea

The purpose of clinical trials is to find evidences for the effects of experimental new drugs or treatments on human.
For the successful clinical trials, it is not sufficient to use statistics only for the analyses of collected data, but
it is necessary to extend the usage of statistics in various ways. At the beginning of the study, one needs to
use statistics for systematically and concretly planning the study. For this, we discussed the usage of statistics
in defining the effect, determining the sample size, statistical analyses, and so on. (Korean J Hosp Palliat Care

2010;13:1-6)
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Figure 1. Normal distribution. Solid line is for normal distribution with mean 10 and sd 1. Dashed line is for normal distribution with mean 10
and sd 5. the shaded and dashed areas of (A) and (B) are corresponding to the probabilities that day is less than 10.



4 AT ZavA - A3 gt A 2010;13(1):1-6

o A& o2 w3l crossover study, LE]IL A]lH T
oz Age AAstn HEEe ojnl o Lojxl 43
A7el ARz TEAE AR vrol Az ¥ 4
Atk o] FollA AR T2 HH”% 3l A3
w3 2w B3 HuE gl AT M S Eelske
RCT= IHAAE Yol A ’\W Oﬂ/ﬂ 7V ES
TopE R oY AIFWHE T4 et & 5 ATk,
3. 2237

5% F=ol SApA gl HeAS Flstaat
dhe dANEE AR BAL SRl $H RS o
Fo g MRS AAEAE Aafof gt I3t o
2 g9 23E gt A AP AR df
AR el FAsA AzAle Agel A, B
Bl gzt o o AlEe 6] A e B
7] olel& Blolth. Aok Al tdAle d3AIRY &
Aol 3=, Al Ak #S5EE AT s
o] e oA JPEolcl & Aolth thaa A%
Oﬂ 3'14_'?1 ]—f‘—% L:rL A A A 1r1clus1on/exclu510r1 cri-

_H
A
nﬁ
ox
s
(2
o -
il
ol
HE
o
o
=)

% ew @ 1»2— Balok 90}, 141
Adsed 5ol 2 29 shuel EEAY)

Zreth 4 do] 2P ad g
AYES BeAA A7 A Bk AAA S
Qe selok Bk NS Bl APHA @e oFE
EE A2 wgel B3 Agekt Aol 9PAR B
Aolghe 4e 47lal & w wRasA ge A3 v
AAGNA FAE Fel fho] =E2AIE AL feld
o= &4 9t we AN 87 HE Aa ER
2718 Wgsel 48 PET A28t A7) Aol Be
stk B8 288 WS B AFAA 8ol F
£ AT 20E 9t Ao] YINPe) BAolhe 4
Aeraid ool B4 A5gsldstia st
w2 ARl eTHE BEA] Bk 239 A
9 ugAE Huste] A9 ANeks A% wed E
277k 88 97] W) o8 Lt 95
A g bsAel Ak of A% Agel Aol AFE
% Aol =2AALE RTon FEF A7 AT
g EEdhod AFosn ATt o5 gl A 3

Ivdew RRAVE Wgeted oo 2L A

| £927]) 89
SR 3 948 o
A} T (variability)
. -,T./]’\z 9 A
A EANH] o3 HiA FE 7] A

Age Feze gAR AQ AEAE 27 YT
T x| T2 vy ske 459} crossover study <}
ol i AEel NS Fol AdEH dzel W
Aot ek A2 vhrol Az ¥ 4 ok Be
A9 AR A2E ERAAE FUA A
=t o]2]3g 7 crossover studyS Al EsHH LY
EE 5B o 29U 4 Utk Bade A 48
= WA crossover studys= w|E A 0 F2 Hol|ry
AT o] A% tAe A el 717kl 1
Pl Hmg FEge bedel Fobd AR
= A v gl 28ld o 24 4 A 4
meb] Age BAT A 24 AR 3
Fehok @ Aol
crl ] AFH AN ERYINSE A7 94
wiolng 0% F98 /18 Ao k. 12w
s 2EAVE ] i e A pASE
7o g2 APgsH Hed ol A EHHEIPETE
Sl B HAEE Gste Aol aFET dE &
AR MRS Ht, R B Tl 299371

o oA, EREIAS g AT 3]
AAG e 22H] o] 1 o7t 2 & stk

3] At AW ol= P9 F3} Afo]E ¢
A e #pol¢lA] th2A HepbH B3 4 e
&oaks Ao st sl & eate] AR frA
AgATE &3 AFste Zlo] Latzent

FEA7] A S Slall AFAE FRlEoF & v
Ao adgrpase] AEET vk APEE o
P AeE FEUAKEAD, W9 (range) Tl o™ AL
NPATE ol AEEE 2RI Hohel §-075)
2o] HEEI} FAAAATERY Fad & Ak
FEA7] A v wA fA o] FoIxleh sAIRE A
AYPATE Z2717) %-‘é 7§-°r7P iR el P B L
AT ﬂlfﬂﬂr 5‘”;}74] Al

m

il

| ﬂ
rr

;@

_1_4

N o =
o
>4 .

i

% N I

Q
o},
=
=
[e]

o)

=

—_

>

it

¢

¢

T



5

Al
EERERS.
A &8

o

:o]:!}\

%Ho
‘w_dﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂ%k
O
QHWH%M@@E
T o 1_|,|.| —
ﬁ%odﬁ%%uu._oomﬁﬂﬂ”vﬂmﬂuo
%@¢ogﬂégﬁfs%xﬂ}
ﬂ%@%%%@ﬁg%%ﬂ@gﬁ@ﬂ]
7é>o] mo MY ozo_ ﬂoAnn
" - ﬂﬁﬁ,ﬂlﬂfm uw o) o J.E‘J||;0.LI
ﬂlmﬂHﬁﬂMoaodLA,#Moo,_mﬂooLﬂmrMoﬂﬂzWomrﬂdr
EATWVAJ.OA,?o#oVuozTimml 7u_§_gaﬂmma71_aﬂovﬂ_.1
%eoovxﬂoLﬂa%xOFSﬂ.éﬂﬂ}tﬂ&t
= . 4 o oC:ﬂqmumJAJ. w o o]x o=
ATﬂﬂrAmﬁovooa.NAa,_xmnﬂéu%T,momqlﬂxﬂAMoe?o_uﬁedﬂ
ﬂﬂ@%wjﬁgﬁ%gu%ﬁ%aww@qwqi%;w@%qga@
< = 3 T B o2 B R no Jl
%%iwgiﬁmquwoA t%gmpqw%@w F1iiieg o
ooooEﬂ%mw,_VzTﬂﬂq}szLit]aa W]O_l ],o‘_ﬂr‘_ﬂl‘.@iooﬁ_.g.ﬂoée MZIzT
i L.ﬁoﬂﬂﬁa_/O ‘mawo%mn avﬂkwﬁ]gk]lﬂlﬂu mMﬂrmﬂﬂﬁ_. AoJﬂl =o =
ﬂma%ﬂ Lc%%%ﬂ p L s & igéﬁ T L
.qzﬁMﬂmawoawéa@mmﬂmmmwwﬂ%qﬂﬁoﬂﬂﬂ %%1@Hﬁ%
_—_ - XO _ = N ] -~ paall f
5¢OAMW$ﬂLazew}aa}z&Aﬁ&tﬂohz@aﬂa% %%QAE%E
PM-%..MCT“F,M-ﬂwu_./umiﬂi.mwﬂF_./wolﬂama._nﬂ'.MHnaMiﬁ-ﬂduoduz.._uMdum.ATﬂﬂ
o T ol -,*AELﬂ.oﬁﬁmodld.o,,Aduﬂlﬁ-mo_m_ﬂﬂoATWxﬂWF.MzEHﬂHEﬁﬂWEHﬂ-Hﬂn
P = =<} ﬂrﬂdrﬂﬂﬁtmldrﬂrL}qové _Lﬂ.%ldr1b_ ulp PzéQ
osoﬂoigﬂurﬂﬂﬂ}.,zo o & HNL_%_XE Lﬂﬂelﬂr%ﬂmon %9%%&
ol oLu]ﬂnﬁ}xau1$ou1mamﬂ1or§vlh L_LpolL_E_ ;om.wﬂu wp NS
er%ﬂ 5 1 %_/io_ue}a_nurgaﬁ ﬂ%ﬂiﬂaﬂﬁcfm cRT % I
) i el \_W‘I; . * ‘J||,Ll~| ‘_Ir ﬂh] ‘\w =
%Mgwmg qo%wﬁwmwmgwmwa%ymww%%%ﬂquﬁﬁ%mg
E?ﬂ_fxga o J) T %Aoﬁhr%dvﬂwwﬁywﬁwéovzw%@ozf@tmﬁ_mﬁu
%ﬂ%ﬂ&prwmmgmﬁo% Eew_HﬂMﬁa}bgwi%f%ﬂ.o;ﬁwém&m%@%zny
E,Qﬂoﬂmvﬁ@@7ﬁélﬂﬂ o%mm,ﬂwhﬁ&@ﬂmoﬁeﬂﬂﬂwmﬂAhEﬁ%1
ﬂ@?b_ﬂéwo % % 2 WO = A w AlquoA;f 72317 g
g = ‘_]ﬂﬁ; oﬂi xohgao# IS | or oK - 7MXi o TE,m,oﬂ_l‘__L_.oourm
L|L_ITX \Qldv 10L — ;o]\.ﬂﬂo .ul‘l s ,mmﬂ,mmm n R ‘ﬂoﬂ‘lr‘_f,wu\._-,_lqylﬁl_ﬂamv_.o
< — oﬁ.@lZzT 7Z|4zT [¢) ol ~ :.L#_LLIIF_Xﬂ 0 =
.mwﬁeoon#.maﬁei L ofg Lwr7u 1r,_1_.ut o_uL|6LF1an_#o7 _EOH i
0 )7 a_.idrﬂoﬁooemﬂl%wt JW% 8 N = = mﬂibﬁomﬂ z =
o;ﬂﬂi]?&%ﬁuﬂqﬂ.mﬂﬂﬂo ﬂrjlmﬂx_fk ﬂwélﬂﬁ mﬁoﬂaovlmﬁﬂoﬁvdﬁmﬂegov
goMoLJ:ﬂuLMQEEiomoszmﬁduﬂwﬂw1_o|1mr Wod.zomzﬁ_goﬁf ﬂoﬂk%_EMﬁoSZmooT
wm%WﬁﬂﬁMm3Tﬁ§%@m@%W% QWQ%W%OE %%mﬁv@
JE Hioﬁauozr_mﬂudllouelorz”:oxﬂ} gamMﬂaﬂo ]mﬂﬁn ;o,f,ﬁdw
N WT_L_LQ#W;O ‘J&DﬁTOEATvAQﬂﬂm—l]O_llero}ﬂV S ﬂm_l,MuLﬂ.ﬂMEO\l_l ET‘:‘ ﬂrmaLw__w
ZﬂﬂrmMMEome@M_ﬂd_MMmmﬁdrmmﬂﬁmmmWefﬂ MWTE)MA_W%.% ﬂEo1__/|ﬂ o
\IA]EE e] ), O];oJ. LE m/\<_ i _L.._Ju.o \Iﬂ
M&wm&gwwﬂtlgwwﬁwaa% EHEQW%%E ?@W%@%
AT_g_u_/miﬂ moovmrbﬂmbmmvuiﬁwﬁﬁumﬁ @%Mwﬁmé?ﬁﬁr @Wiﬁo%_ﬁ =z
i R — or ! ; o 0 »
‘leTdWMZTWZT\.MﬂﬁUH_E%OﬂOﬁ“..wlumtoﬁo# Eag/._t ﬂ.ﬂﬂ.l,»woogaw_e:i:i \._,_.Ao,_lryldlbx_z.ol ‘m_ﬂA
o idﬁloﬂurﬂrﬂﬂdﬂ%ﬁkﬂfﬂ %o wlorauumog é.ﬁJ&iﬂ &
tzoElﬁ?%@%urmHﬂ%egnoﬁﬁu]xzomﬁuu ﬁa%mmﬂﬂ7ﬂwmﬁ ﬂoTWfroﬂz %) o
ﬂﬂﬁou?og %ﬂuglﬂﬁmumogm%nouﬁ = M B2 0 N ﬂﬁoeifﬂuq, e <
.Aﬂ_ﬂ.‘.rﬁ_.bdﬂgl._“olriﬂa HE.M Zoﬂ_lZuo_l | ﬂoﬂdu,mupt_zT ],wuw_mw_modbﬂLV
Ehbo_u%xawﬂeﬁo_fJxﬂz.ﬂoﬂﬁo LEG% o E o_amwﬂa%%ﬂ:co
~ ﬂoﬂaﬂrm.._,m_uﬂ_ﬁawu mmﬂdﬂﬂ\waa. @#n_n_aLMﬂLfV‘m‘l _oao;oﬂ“quTANu
L_Lw@ﬂrﬁmlgwrog#% OM%ZTATPQW Miﬁ?%mﬂmef
e = . ! f & = ~
T E S LgﬁﬁTu]o#%ﬂuL \_F7‘z_ﬂ 17%@@@&?%
Oor]MﬂMQM o]mﬂ]mﬂﬁ n R ﬁLATELNu ol
OO\_.ﬂMju »AOO‘l;O\Ir HL Xamvpthﬂﬁmﬁq“%‘@l
= xu]g Amﬂb =0 A EX zoR
?ﬂodd%ﬂ%_ﬁﬂ o %7#&;?#5%5
%%oﬁwiﬁwm %%%3572Wﬂ
oi%o_zﬂax_,& o @.ﬂHE%Lrﬁu XqﬂoT
o] ﬂwLE.#LCmr < ‘%_E (- _EOMAT 1 e o
oF % ﬁﬂﬂ«.mﬂﬁumﬂﬂ%
B
_:_Wu_, WJO dﬂ;o‘l__/|
@%Wﬂ@if
B WL
)



=)

T ST~ - A3t 23R 2010;13(1):1-6

e FEAAS Mt Ox 29 5E |43 4
TEAE Bl EHE AR Bl Wi vue
hazard ratioS ©]-83to] o] Fo At} 7|4 hazardE 4
A 7|17F Botko] AlEo] old &7 AMWE HERE o]
A & Yok AZEN 5L AR F2
WA} S(censored data)7} Ho] ZAY3ITIE Aot} o & &
o 19 1958 69 30971 AARE ARG A
2 A AANE AR PASE e P TE A
2l 1A AR AT F A ol9le) ol =AY
AN B S 2 AR ARABE FEA
%Z}Ei Aegn. Fod A2 AlE 7t Tl &
A7F F3tel Fdsta o] o gxte] AlAIZIE Y
ol 5"015} 3 3%— 172 APGAIAZAA 7F ok 3L H
AR ol FEAEAFE R A2t 1 o] fE
dow AF47 U}% 249 =4 ‘44’“%}4 A EA]

e Hold

| E

PIAE L A3t A =go] 2 = Ee A5 Uy
of Je] H4AQl AL Ha ok dAAEe] H
AL §- 7FAsA g o] 5 A Gt AL wj$- ol &
Fiol Atk AAIEAA Hed A E =EI
Aai AFALE v FustA Aok g st
t} o] & H&l MaPdFol tig AFH A F o] o
FojR oo A7 2he] AR A7t 44 =
E wggol ) o3t o] dFor FAE A
&
=

»
o
il
ot
ofo
ol
ol
N
i
e
S
; v

Ederer3) = A 329 47

011\1—/\]‘64 ] H]—oﬂ o 3+ 6_][—.%:_% =13

(=] oF
I =
PGS AL o ok we Auye &
3% A2 AL Bhoz su do 4T 44
ARE AN GEH ARENAT BA ol gL
AR gn B GO B8 EL WL 2
o Basith ATALEANANE FAo|n AAA
o= FA9 B8S nels] dal mael e e,
ARG T2 A, FALY WY 5 ANE §
Aol 42 nAD
salg0: YN, B2, BAT
1 E 8

1. Willcox WF. The founder of statistics. Rev Int Stat Ins 1938;
5(4):321-8.

2. Wikipedia.org {Internet]. Statistics; c2008 {cited 2010 Jan 13}.
Available from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistics#cite_note-9.

3. Ederer F. The statistician’s role in developing a protocol for a
clinical trial. Am Stat 1979;33(3):116-9.

4. Bearman JE. Randomized controlled clinical trial. National Eye
Institute workshop for ophthalmologists. Writing the protocol for
a clinical trial. Am J Ophthalmol 1975;79(5):775-8.

5. Kaku DA, Lowenstein DH. Emergence of recreational drug abuse
as a major risk factor for stroke in young adults. Ann Intern Med
1990;113(11):821-7

6. Steering Committee of the Physicians’ Health Study Research
Group. Final report on the aspirin component of the ongoing
Physicians’ Health Study. N Engl J Med 1989;321(3):129-35.

7. Dawson B, Trapp RG. Basic & clinical biostatistics. 3td ed. New
York:McGraw-Hill;2001.

8. Parker RA, Berman NG. Sample size: more than calculations. Am
Stat 2003;57(3):166-70.

9. Oh HB, Ahn HY, Lee KJ, Hwang SH, Choi SE, Lee HJ. Clinical
evaluation of diagnostic medicines. Seoul:Korea Medical Book;
2007.



