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An Inquiry intothe Triple Helix asa New Regional Innovation M odel

Lee, Chul-Woo* - Lee, Jong-Ho** - Park, Kyung-Sook***

Abstract : Following the emergence of a knowledge-based economy, the triple helix model has
been recognized as a new - regional and national - innovation model. This model seeks to
understand the innovation process that is centered upon the university-industry-government
interactions. The governance of the triple helix innovation system can be divided into three models
according to the structure and depth of university-industry-government interactions. In the context
of evolution, the triple helix can be established through the following three processes of
development; 1) internal transformation of each helix, ii) impacts of one helix on another helix, and
i) horizontal interactions among three helices. In theory, the triple helix model can be covered as
part of the innovation system perspective. Compared to the innovation system perspective, the
triple helix model tends to pay, however, more attention to the incompleteness of innovation
system and the role of university in the process of knowledge creation. In view of regional
innovation, the triple helix can be sustained when the triple helix spaces, including knowledge
space, consensus space and innovation space, are created and the three triple helix spaces interact
with one another. The existing literature on the triple helix model tends to make selectively use of
only a single method between the qualitative method and the quantitative method, although both
have shortcomings to reveal the dynamic characteristics of university-industry-government relations.
Therefore, research on the triple helix is required to reconcile with two research methods, which
are distinct but complementary in nature.

Keywords : the triple helix model, regional innovation system, triple helix spaces, governance of
innovation, university-industry-government interactions
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