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Science Teachers' Perception on Major Features of the 2007 Revised
Science Curriculum for Class Implementation

Sim, Jae—Ho - Shin, Myeong—Kyeong' - Lee, Sun-Kyung®*
Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation -
'GyeongIn National University of Education - *Seoul National University

Abstract: This study aimed to investigate how science teachers perceived major features of the 2007 revised
science curriculum and implementing them in classes. The 2007 revised science curriculum included critical features
such as creativity, open inquiry, science writing, discussion and STS. In terms of necessity, clarity and complexity of
those features for curriculum implementation, teacher perceptions were examined. Particularly with regard to open
inquiry assigned 6 class periods per semester as one of the critical features of 2007 revised science curriculum, we
asked teachers how they would prepare and implement the technique in their teaching. In results of this study, science
teachers agreed on the necessity and importance of those major features of the 2007 revised science curriculum,
including creativity, open inquiry, science writing, discussion, and STS. However, they were not clear on how those
would work in their classrooms and expected various impediments. Open inquiry was specifically perceived as most
negative in its implementation with the mention of various complex reasons. Based on findings in this study, we
proposed the 'Dual Action Research Model' for curriculum implementation. It tries to explain how curriculum is
implemented in classrooms and diminish the gaps between curriculum developers and teacher users by means of
leading teachers to understand the curriculum meaningfully and implement their teaching based on this
understanding.

Key words: science curriculum implementation, teaching practice, science teacher
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