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A Study on Ambivalent Consumption of Cosmetics
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify the differences in cosmetics brand selection by prod-
uct type, and the differences in ambivalent cosmetics consumption attitude by ambivalent clothing
consumption attitude. The subjects of the study were females aged 20 plus, living in Seoul and
Gyeonggi Province between January and February 2008, and 427 questionnaires were used for
analysis. For data analysis SPSS 17.0 statistical program was used, and principal component analy-
sis, paired t-test and t-test were conducted. The results and conclusions of this study are as fol-
lows: firstly, the differences in cosmetics brand selection by product type were investigated. The
results showed that domestic high-priced brands of skincare products were selected most often,
that foreign high-priced brands of base products and color products were selected most fre-
quently, that domestic low-and medium-priced brands of hair products were selected most often,
and that foreign low-and medium-priced brands of body products were selected most frequently.
In particular, foreign high-priced brands of color products were most favored, followed by do-
mestic low-and medium-priced brands. The subjects selected foreign high-priced brands, which
are the most expensive, and domestic low-and medium-priced brands, which are the least ex-
pensive, at the same time. They displayed ambivalent consumption patterns. Secondly, the differ-
ences in cosmetics consumption attitude by ambivalent clothing consumption attitude were
examined. Groups high on ambivalent clothing consumption attitude had a higher cosmetics con-
sumption attitude than groups low on ambivalent clothing consumption attitude.

Key words: ambivalent consumption(¥ 2 AH]), cosmetics(3}73%), brand(%3t),
product type(’3E +3)
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