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Nam, Kyung-Sook & Cho, Yunkyoung. (2010). Reflections on the problems with
English immersion programs: Perspectives of in-service teachers at primary
English immersion schools. English Language & Literature Teaching, 16(3),
207-229.

The present study has sought to explore the critical issues of English immersion
education through the voices of the four elementary teachers who have recently taught
at immersion programs under the guidance of Busan Metropolitan City Office of
Education. The interview data with three teachers and the teaching journals of one
teacher were analyzed and categorized into two emergent themes: (1) current
difficulties in the immersion programs and (2) possible problems with the
implementations of immersion programs in all public schools. Specifically, the first
issue included teachers’ inadequate teaching skills for immersion programs,
accumulated learning losses, and lack of immersion class hours. The second issue
included workload imposed on immersion program teachers, promotion of private
education, learning losses of other subjects, and administration for show. Finally,
pedagogical implications are suggested.
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