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[ |5 cxpanded polystyrene (EPS) packaging
restricted in the European Union?

No, not at all. EPS is widely accepted in Europe as an excellent choice for protection and insulating packaging. There isno EU
legislation restricting the use of expanded polystyrene packaging or imports into Europe. Such a move would go against
the spirit of both the EU Single Market and the EU Packaging Directive. The EU Directive on Packaging and Packaging Waste
(2004/12/EC amending Directive 94/62/EC) harmonises both Standards for packaging and national measures on the management of
packaging waste to ensure free movement of packaging and goods throughout the EU, Tt covers all packaging placed on the market
in the Community and all packaging waste, whether it is used or released at industrial, commercial, office, shop, service, household or
any other level, regardless of the material used,

The "Single Market' element of the EU Packaging Directive refers to the “Fssential Requirements’, which all packaging placed on the
market in the EU must meet,

The Essential Requirements are:

~ Packaging must be minimal subject to safety, hygiene and acceptance for the packed product and the consumer

= Noxious or hazardous substances in packaging must be minimised in emissions, ash or leachate from incineration or landfill

~ Packaging must be recoverable through at least one of: Material recycling, Incineration with energy recovery, Composting or biodegradation,
Packaging may be reusable

~ Heavy metal limits apply to cadmium, mercury, lead and hexavalent chromium, The total should not exceed: 100 ppm on or after 30 June 2001

“Harmonised” standards have been developed by CEN, the European standards body, to support compliance with the Essential
Requirements, It is not mandatory to use the CEN standards but they are one way to demonstrate compliance,

There isno reason why EPS should not meet all the Essential Requirements. it is inherentty recydable and contains no heavy metak.
For more information on EPS packaging, contact EUMEPS Packaging (see above).
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