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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of individual and interpersonal
variables on early childhood teachers’ efficacy of problem behavior guidance. Individual
variables consisted of teachers’ socio-demographic characteristics, experience of training
course on problem behavior guidance and warm-hearted attitude. Interpersonal variables
consisted of intimacy with colleagues, support from the principal of a kindergarten, parental
partnerships. Subjects were 122 early childhood teachers in Busan. Major findings were as
follows. There were significant differences in teachers’ efficacy of problem behavior guidance
with respect to teachers’ age, teaching experience, position, marriage status, experience of
training course on problem behavior guidance, warm-hearted attitude, intimacy with colleagues,
and support from the principal of a kindergarten. In other words, a higher level of
teachers’ efficacy of problem behavior guidance was shown in the teachers who were
older, highly experienced, or in higher positions. In addition, teachers who were married,
had completed a training course on problem behavior guidance, had a higher warm-hearted
attitude, had a intimacy with colleagues, or had a support from the principal of a kindergarten
were found to have higher efficacy of problem behavior guidance. As results of examining
relative effects of individual and interpersonal variables on efficacy of problem behavior
guidance, the influential variables are teaching experience, warm-hearted attitude, support
from the principal of a kindergarten, and position in that order.

Key words: efficacy of problem behavior guidance, teachers’ warm-hearted attitude, intimacy
with colleagues, support from the principal of a kindergarten
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects

(N=122)
Variables N %
under 24 17 139
Age 25~29 69 56.6
(yrs) 30~34 19 156
35 over 17 139
under 1 13 10.7
Teaching 1~2 34 279
experience 3~4 22 18.0
(yrs) 5~6 25 20.5
7 over 28 230
Education unfier c‘ollege 62 50.8
university over 60 49.2
. teacher 101 82.8
Position
master teacher over 21 17.2
Marriage single 87 713
status couple 35 28.7
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Table 2. Difference in early childhood teachers’ efficacy of problem behavior guidance according to individual variables

Variables M SD t/F S
under 24 (n=17) 17.76 3.33 c
Age 25~29 (n=69) 19.51 3.39 080"
(yrs) 30~34 (n=19) 23.47 431 a
35 over (n=17) 21.82 3.89 ab
under 1 {(n=13) 16.31 2.87 b
) ) 1~2 (n=34 18.26 2.70 b
gz;mng experience 3~4 En=22; 19.05 224 19637 b
5~6 (n=25) 22,04 322 a
7 over (n=28) 23.64 4.10 a
Education un?ler c.ollega (n=62) 20.33 3.86 38
university over (n=60) 20.06 4.12
Position teacher (n=101) 19.56 3.63 415
master teacher over (n=21) 23.29 423
Marriage status single (n=87)‘ 19.52 3.52 a1
couple (n=35) 21.91 4.56
Experience of training course on  no (n=86) 19.65 3.73 *
problem behavior guidance yes (n=36) 21.53 430 242
Level of warm-hearted attiude O B0 18.20 3T 5o
high @=71) 21.65 3.90
p<.05, "p<.01, "p<.001
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Table 3. Difference in early childhood teachers’ efficacy
of problem behavior guidance according to
interpersonal variables

Variables M SD t

Table 4. Correlation coefficients of early childhood teachers’
individual variables, interpersonal variables and
efficacy of problem behavior guidance
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