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A Comparative Study on the Mother’s Attachment, Self-concept, Daily Stress,

Depression of Children from Multicultural and Typical Korean Families.
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ABSTRACT

This research examined the psychological characteristics of children, such as children’s attachment to
their mothers, self-concept, daily stress, and depression, in both multicultural and typical Korean families.
Elementary school children in 3rd to 6th grade were surveyed in Churmam province. 158 cases of
multicultural families and 181 cases of typical Korean families were analyzed by the methods of
Cronbach’s @ coefficient and independent t-test using SPSS program. Children from multicultural families
had less attachment to their mothers and self respect than those from typical Korean families. Regarding
daily stress, children from multicultural families highly recognize the economic and physical
environments, whereas children from typical Korean families highly recognize the academic achievements
and the relationships with their teachers. Children from multicultural families were highly prone to
depression compared to the children from typical Korean families.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects
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Family type N(%)
Variables (N) Multi-culture ~ General
158(100) 181(100)
male(164) 79(50.0) 85(47.0)
Gender
female(175) 79(50.0) 96(53.0)
3th(95) 45(28.5) 50(27.6)
4th(151) 71(44.9) 80(44.2)
Grade
5th(69) 32(20.3) 37(20.4)
6th(24) 10(9.4) 14(7.7)
Family nuclear family (257) 117(74.1)  140(77.3)
structure  extended family (82) 41125.9) 4122.7)
Korea(181) 181(100)
Mother China(40) 40(25.3)
nationality  Japan(86) 86(54.4)
Southeast Asia(32) 32(20.3)
Difference under 4 (121) 51(32.3) 70(38.7)
of parent 59 (158) 62(39.2) 96(53.0)
age over 10 (60) 45(28.5) 15(8.3)
Subjective low ranking(59) 42(26.6) 17(9.4)
economic  medium(196) 89(56.3) 107(59.1)
level high ranking(84) T 5IGLS)
under middle(48) 39(24.7) 9(5.0)
high school(161) 80(50.6) 81(44.8)
Education
of father  \miversity(79) 22(13.9) 57(3L.5)
over graduate
schoo;g(rS 0 17(10.8) 34(18.8)
under middle(26) 13(3.8) 13(7.2)
R high school(176) 86(54.4) 9049.7)
Education
of mother  Umiversity(94) 36(22.8) 59(32.0)
over graduate
schoolg(r:3) 23(14.6) 20(11.0)
inoccupation, simple
work, I;annjng @ 15) 128(81.0) 86(47.5)
Occupation  selling(51) 11(7.0) 40(22.4)
of father
office management(66)  17(10.8) 49(27.1)
specialist(8) 2(.6) 6(3.3)
Occupation none(131) 52(32.9) 79(43.6)
of mother  occupation(208) 106(67.1)  102(56.4)
"p<.05, "p<.001
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Table 2. Children’s attachment to mother from
multi-culture and general families.

Multi General

(N=158) (N=181) t

M (D) M (SD)
Confidence 3.61 (70) 384 (81 -2.78"
Communication 3.12 (66) 345 (.86) -4.02"
Alienation 234 (81) 200 (8l 396
Total 345 (64) 375 (74) 3917

**p<01, ***p<.001
% Alienation score is calculated back.
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Table 3. Seif-concept of children from multi-culture
and general families.

Multi General
(N=158) (N=181) t
M (SD) M (SD)
Ph'y'swal 290 (79) 324 (92) -3.687
ability

Appearance  2.65  (.70) 282 (90) -1.88

Friendship 291 (.73) 3.14 (86) -274

Parents 3.83 (75 399 (83) -1.77

Studies 270 (700 294 (79) 2917
1 .

Genera 298 (63) 314 (76) 212

self-concept

Total 300 (54 321 (59) -3.507

p<.05, "p<.01, ""p<.001
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Table 4. Daily stress of children from Multi-culture
and general families.

Multi General

(N=158) (N=181) ¢

M  (SD) M  (SD)
Famliy 227 (62) 234 (90) -86
Economic and
physical 226 (54) 211 (79 209
environment
Studies 267 (67) 285 (87) -2.16°
Teacher 197 (66) 215 (91) -2.03"
Friendship 217 (72) 202 (81) L70
Total 227 (48) 229 (63) -44
"p<.05
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Table 5. Depression of children from multi-culture
and general families.

Multi General
(N=158) (N=181) t
M  (SD) M (SD)

Depression  17.09 (8.14) 1503 (6.28) 2.8

p<.05
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