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Ecological Environment of Native Habitats and Host Plant in

Mistletoe (Viscum album var. coloratum)

Bo Duk Lee ™
Department of Environmental Horticulture, University of Seoul, Seoul 130-743, Korea

Abstract - Regional distribution of mistletoe (Viscum album var.coloratum) and its habitual environments were investigated
in order to obtain the basal data on the artificial propagation to cope with its increasing consume for medicine. Mistletoes
inhabited throughout the overall region of the South Korea investigated. They were parasitic mainly to the Quercus spp.
including Q. serrata and rarely to the Castanea crenata var. dulcis, Prunus serrulata var. spontanea, Alnus japonica, and
Pyrus pyrifolia, etc. Mistletoes were not observed on the conifers such as Pinus densiflora and Pinus koraiensis and some
deciduous broad-leaved trees species such as Zelkova serrata, Diospyros kaki, Acer mono, Acer palmatum, and Morus alba.
Their habitats were located from zero to 1,200 m above sea level nevertheless the direction or slope of the mountains,
suggesting that artificial propagation can be carried out nation widely to the well-grown parasite tree species. Parasitic
specificity related to the physical and chemical characteristic of the epidermal tissues will be studied further.
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Fig. 2. The frequency of mistletoe host plants seen in all
surveyed regions.
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Fig. 3. Frequency of mistletoe’s non-host plants seen in all
surveyed regions.
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Fig. 4. Relation between distribution of mistletoe’s host plants
and altitude. Dotted line means the total number of the region
mistletoe host Quercus.
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