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Word problem solving of simultaneous equations
by Sth and 6th grade students

Yun, MinJi
Graduate School of Korea National University of Education, Chung-Buk 363-791, Korea

E-mail : minji311@hanmail.net

Pang, JeongSuk
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Problem solving ability can be fostered by dealing with many different types of problems, We
investigated how 5" and 6" graders who did not learn traditional algebraic methods might approach the
word problems of simultanecous equations. This result reveals that the strategy of guess-and-check serves as
a basis for elementary school students in solving simultancous equations. A noticeable remark is that
students used the guess-and-check strategy in various ways. Whereas some students changed a variable
given in the problem step by step, others did in a sophisticated way focusing on the relation between two
variables. Moreover, some students were able to write an equation which was not typical but meaningful

and correct. This paper emphasizes the need of connections between pre-algebraic and algebraic solutions.

* 7ZDM Classification : D53
* 2000 Mathematics Subject Classification : 97D50
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