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Abstract

This study assessed the levels of knowledge and behavior about food safety, the factors influencing them and
the causal relationship between them, The data were collected from 297 high school students in Gyeongbuk
region by the self-administered questionnaire, The questionnaire was composed of closed—end questions
regarding each respondent's characteristics such as sex and grade, recognition on food safety, concern about
hazardous elements towards foods and knowledge and behavior about food safety. The results of this study were
as follows, Both levels of knowledge and behavior about food safety were not particularly high, The factors
affecting the level of knowledge about food safety were mother's age and concern about hazardous elements
towards foods, Grade, father's educational level, concern about hazardous elements towards foods, and the level
of knowledge about food safety influenced the level of behavior about food safety, The results of the path
analysis showed that grade and father's educational level directly affected the level of behavior about food
safety, In addition, concern about hazardous elements towards foods had direct and indirect effect on the level

of behavior about food safety, On the other hand, the level of knowledge about food safety had an direct
influence on the level of behavior about food safety,
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