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A Study on Perception of 'Environmental Pollution' Concepts in
the Elementary School Students

Seung-Ho Hong

Jeju National University

Abstract

The aim of this study is to provide the basic data on misconception correction through the investigation of perception
extent for 'environmental pollution' concepts in the elementary school students. For this, 18 investigation questions
for concepts were created. And then a questionnaire was inputted for 446 elementary school students. The rate of
average wrong answer for total questions was 34.9%. The eight questions were appeared as rate of wrong answers
over average, suggesting that the misconception extent for ‘environmental pollution’ was still high. The extent of concepts
for total questions between living environments of the study subjects did not show any significant differences. However,
the urban students had significantly higher rate of wrong answers than rural students in the three questions, indicating
that it is necessary to develop various teaching-learning materials on 'environmental pollution’. Therefore, the teachers
have to study the various ways to induce the cognition conflicts through the application of proper teaching-learning
for correction of 'environmental pollution’ concepts.
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