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The Interpreggtation of the Indian Stupa
as Origin of Korean Pagoda

Lee, Hee Bong
(Prof., Faculty of Architecture, Chung-Ang Univ.)

Abstract

This study aims to discover historical trends and change of form of all stupas in
India with observation of field study that is as direct as possible, by -classifying,
analyzing, and synthesizing the stupas. Study of Indian stupa in Korea has a number
of shortcomings since only introductory partial approach has been made in order to
seek the origin of Korean pagoda. This study also aims to correct errors of stupa
terminology in Chinese character committed by misinterpretation of Hindi language
which was established by precedent Japanese scholars several decades ago .

Piled-up stupas were totally destroyed by pagans, therefore their remains tell us
only of structure, material, size and disposition. However remains of carved stone at
torana and drum give us clues as to the original form of stupa and worshipping
activity, as well as change to a more luxurious form.

Many rock cave stupas of India show us both simple forms matching the ascetic
age of early Buddhism and luxurious changes in Mahayanan era introducing us to
statues of Buddha. Indians recovered the spheric form of 'anda,” a Hindi term meaning
cosmic egg, from the hemispheric form of the piled-up stupa. Therefore we might
discard the erratic term of 'bokbal’, which means an upset vessel.

Railings and parasols became main factors of stupa design. Carved railings around
stupa became a sign of divinity. Serious worshipping activity made drums long or high
and created multi-embossed stripes. Bases of circular drums of some cave stupas
changed their shapes to rectangular or octagonal. Single parasols became multiparasols
of affluent flowerlike curved stems on carved stupa. Multistoried, elongated and high
parasols of Gandhara stupas are closely related to such factors as diverse changes of
form in Indian subcontinent. Four-sided torana gate and ayaka column of the circular
form of original stupas suggest the rectangular form of subsequent East Asian pagoda,
and higher and wider base of Indian stupas became the origin of East Asian
rectangular pagoda.

Key Words: Stupa, Indian Rock Cave. Chaitya. Buddhist Cave. Gandhara.
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