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Regionalism Architecture in Jeju Island

— A Critical Review of its Trends and Characteristics, since 1950's -

Yang, Sang Ho
(Assistant Prof., Tamna Univ.)
Park, Soon Kwan
(Assistant Prof., Tamna Univ.)

Abstract

This writing is to understand some trends and its meaning of Regionalism
Architecture in Jeju Island since 1950's. This thesis began with an interest in the
identity crisis implicit in the simultaneous striving for modernism and the so-called
regional values in Jeju Island. Regionalism is a response in architectural terms to
re—establish continuity in a given place between past and present forms, and also a
unique result related to particular places, cultures and climates in region. This is one
way of looking at the issues of regional identity.

The study began by observing the general characteristics of contemporary ideas on
Regionalism in Jeju architecture. This means that tracing the history of development of
Regionalism architecture in research area is not the focus of this thesis. The thesis
demonstrates that Regionalism architectures in Jeju shows some trends related to the
local cultural elements (or ideas) such like traditional architectural forms, natural
environment, local construction-materials, etc. In summation, in the perspective of
Regionalism architecture, most of buildings in Jeju bring out them only as vernacular
architecture as it was once produced, by the simple combination and imitation without
any creative interaction of the regional culture.

I stress the point in this paper that, in over the last fifty years, there have been
very narrowed attempts to design the regional values in the main, and also point out
that there are problems in the manner in which local architects have gone about trying
to define the regional themes. So, a grate depth is required to understand the
phenomenon that Jeju area is with its various nuances of traditions, art, culture, climate
and light and then to reinterpret it into the modern building type with all the high
sense. In addition to that, some conclusions are reached on future directions and the
significance of the study.

Keywords : Regionalism, Regionalldentity, Jeju Contemporary Architecture, Vernacular
Architecture, Glocal Architecture
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