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A Study on the Symbolic Meaning of
Pattern Design on the Main Building of
Chungcheongnam—-do Provincial Government

Kim, Min-So0
(Associate Prof. of Division of Design, Seoul National Univ.)

Absiract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the symbolic meaning of pattern designs
attached on the main building of Chungcheongnam-do Provincial Government (CPG).
While most of researches mainly focused on the value and evaulation of the CPG
building in terms of architectural history, relatively little insight has been gained on the
symbolic meaning and nature of the pattern designs. What kind of connections are
related between the emblem of Governor-General of Chosun(Korea) and those of CPG?
What symbolic meanings are engraved on the pattern designs? The researcher then took
up the task of elucidating symbolic meanings of patterns and their relation to the
building.

The existing pattern on the outer wall of the CPG building consists of the symbol of
sun(KIE4), mums(ZTEHE), and angle of stairs(fEAF). According to the Japanese
studies of emblems, these visual elements symbolize ‘the sun of Japan'((H##.) or ‘the
emperor,, ‘the royal family, and ‘rays of the sun’. Based on these preliminary findings,
the researcher considered the following in-depth connections: (1) relations with the
emblem of Governor-General of Chosun, (2) relations with the emblems of local
autonomous entity, Kyoungsung in Chosun. (3) relations with the emblem designs of the
local provinces in Japan etc.

In conclusion, patterns of the main building were not just an architectural decoration,
but they had significant meanings utilizing design elements and methods adopted by
local autonomous entities in Japan. The patterns found at the ceilling and floor of hall in
the CPG building were associated with the emblem of Governor-General of Chosun.
Therefore, all the patterns of the CPG building are powerful symbols that have meanings
for the colonial rule by using the shape and method of city identities that Japanese local
provinces had enacted. That is, it came out info the open that they were designed for
special meanings that Korean and Japanese are united as a single body(F#f—f%) for a
subject of the Emperor of Japan(E2EER).

Keywords: Chungcheongnam-do Provincial Government, Governor-General of Korea, local
autonomous entity, emblem, pattern, symbolic meaning, design,
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