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Migration of Early Broken Wire into the Popliteal Fossa through
Popliteal Hiatus in Internally fixed Fracture of Patella
- A Case Report -

Ho Seung Jeon, M.D., Seung Ju Jeon, M.D., Chan Sam Moon, M.D.,
Hang Gi Noh, M.D., Hyung Jun Jeong, M.D.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Sung-Ae Hospital, Seoui, Korea

Wiring techniques in the fixation of patellar fracture are commonly used. Rigid fixation is esscntial for early rehabilitation.
Breakages of wires after the fixation of patellar fracture are common with extracapsular migration if not removed for long term. But,
we expericnced a casc of patellar fracture with early breakage of wiring and migration of the broken wire fragment into the popliteal
fossa through the popliteal hiatus ip 64- year-old man and we successfully treated this case, using both arthroscopic and open proce-
dures. So we report this nnusval case with a review of current literatures.
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Fig. L. Postoperative plain radiograph shows left patclla with
cerclage wiring and modified tension band wirings.
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Fig. 2. At four month follow-up, radiographs show migration of a broken wire into the posterolateral popliteal space. (A) An antero-
posterior and a lateral radiographs of lett knee. (B) A 3D-MD CT scan of left knee.
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Fig. 3. A tip of broken wire at patella is on the lateral femoral

condyle.
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Fig. 4. A broken fragment of wire was removed in the popliteal

fossa.
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