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The Problems of the Social Integration Policy
— A Case Study of Social Tolerance Policy in Japan —*
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Abstract : One feature of the multicultural policy practiced in Japan is that the central government stresses the
importance of local administrations in executing the policy, providing a systematic framework through which local
administrations can actively promote and execute multicultural policy intended to foster social tolerance. In other
words, the multicultural policy practiced in Japan seeks to overcome some of the limits and issues inherent to such
policy by encouraging the delivery of opinions from below that reflect differences among different localities, while
the central government proposes the policy aims and recommendations from above down to local administrations.
The multicultural policy of Japan, which allows local administrations to administer such networks by actively
carrying out the roles of arbitration and integration within communities where multiculturalism is found, presents
meaningful points of comparison and learming to the multicultural policy in Korea that has only recently begun to
seek for the aims and ways of muiticultural policy from the perspective of social integration.
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