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ABSTRACT

As an alternative for restoring a sense of community which has been broken up due to urban residence redevelopment,
this study focuses on structural characteristics according to physical location of central squares in apartment complexes.
Central squares do not simply function as inner-aiming and self-completed spaces for the residents, but their role can be
expanded to a core location which encourages neighbors to communicate and interact with each other.

The suppositions for this study are as follows. Structural characteristics according to the physical locations of the central
squares in apartment complexes affect apartment residents’ openness toward their neighbors and non-residents’ accessibility
to the square. At the same time, it influences the sense of community. In addition, psychological distance which is represented
as psychological openness and accessibility forms a reciprocal relationship with the sense of community.

For the study, we first categorized central squares as either open-structure or closed-structure based on how accessible
it is from outside the apartment complex. According to these types of central squares, Sillim Prugio, Banghak Deasang
Town Hyundai, Gwanak Prugio and Banghak Samsung Raemian 1 which have similar conditions and different structures
were selected as sites of the study. Then each apartment complex was classified by apartment residents and non-residents
so that eight groups were prepared for the survey.

The results of the questionnaire survey especially regarding measuring the sense of community, psychological openness
and accessibility indicated that the suppositions were right. Hence, the sense of community, psychological openness and
accessibility are high in a central square with an open-structure while high standards of psychological openness and accessibility
guarantee a positive sense of community.

This study is meaningful in that it verifies that the physical location of central squares is reciprocally related to
psychological openness, accessibility and a sense of community. At the same time, this study may serve as theoretical grounds

for the planning and construction of practical central squares.
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