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Abstract

The development of the comics studies in Korea

Sangmin Lee, Haksoon Yim

This paper explores the research trends in the area of the comics studies in Korea. In this article, the 664 academic
articles are examined in terms of the characteristics of the researchers, the field of comics studies, the research theme
and the research methodology. This study is on the basis of the recognition that there have been no consensus on what
the core essence of comics studies is. As a result, there are a few articles on the academic identity of the comics
studies. The comics studies have not consider the distinctive characteristics of the Korean comics significantly. In Korea,
over 50% of the academic articles on the comics have been published by comics scholarships in the field of pedagogy
and human sciences. Since the 1990's, comics studies have started to consider the value of the comics positively. The
comics text studies also have increased since the 1990's in Korea. The comics studies on the comics policy and comics
industries have been increased since 2000.

The rise of comics studies is concomitant with the increased awareness of comics in Korea. The article concludes that
the comics studies need to become an independent academic discipline in the future. The interdisciplinary studies on the
comics is necessary to study the diverse aspects of the comics. In addition, the infrastructure for the comics studies
should be established in order to improve the comics studies.

Keyword : Comics Study, Comics Culture, Comics Industry, Identity of Comics
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