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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to investigate industrial safety and health experts' opinions on the examina-
tion system of WMSDs(work related musculoskeletal disorders) risk factors. For doing this, a questionnaire study and
two FGIs(focused group interview) were conducted. A questionnaire with open questions about the examination system
was developed, and sent to 42 experts consented by e-mail. Of the experts, 24 experts responded, whose data were
used in the analysis. The FGIs were performed for the persons in charge of industrial safety and health in industries
and ergonomists. The questionnaire study revealed that most experts(91.3%) agreed with legalization of employers'
duty for preventing WMSDs, necessity of the 11 tasks designated by Ministry of Labor, the examination system and
ergonomics program, and pertinency for the examination system classification of periodic and occasional one. However,
more than half experts disagreed with timeliness and appropriateness of the legal system. This was validated by the
low approval rates for appropriateness of the 11 tasks, methods of the examination, charge person in the examination
and ergonomics program. FGIs showed that it was desirable for the examination system to be legalized, and that the
system was generally properly performed. Tt was suggested that the system be partially revised with reflecting pro-
blems disclosed during its enforcement rather than whole revision. Tt is expected that when revising relevant legal
system, the results of this study would be used as valuable data.
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Table 1. Experts participated in questionnaire study
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Table 2. FGI participants
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Fig. 1. Legalization for examination system of WMSDs risk
factors,
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Fig. 5. Persons in charge of examining WMSDs risk factors.
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