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Needs of Hospice Care in Families of the Hospitalized Terminal Patients with Cancer

Sohn, Sue-Kyung

Professor, College of Nursing, Kosin University, Busan, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify the needs of hospice care in families of the hospitalized patients with
terminal cancer. Method: The data were collected from April to July, 2008. The participants were 100 family caregivers of
hospitalized terminal patients with cancer recruited from two general hospitals in 2 cities in Korea. Needs of hospice care
were measured using the ‘Needs Assessment Instrument for Hospice Care in Families of the Patients with Cancer’. Results:
The mean of needs score was 76.6, which meant degree of the needs was very high. Among the categories of the needs, the
mean of category ‘emotional care’ was the highest. There were significant differences in the needs of hospice care accord-
ing to sex and type of present therapy. Conclusion: Health care providers in hospital and hospice facilities must assess the
needs of families as well as the patients in order to meet their specific needs. Additionally, they need to have deeper under-
standing of the need of emotional care and to apply emotional care to hopice patients and their families.
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Table 1. Characteristics of subjects (n=100)
Characteristics Scale Frequency % Characteristics Scale Frequency %
Sex Male 35 350 Payment for Parent 23 23.0
Female 65 65.0 treatment Spouse 35 35.0
Age <30 13 13.0 Offspring 25 25.0
30-39 16 16.0 Others 12 12.0
40-49 18 18.0 Spouse+parent 5 5.0
50-59 39 390 Type of diet of General 44 440
60-69 9 9.0 patients Soft 25 25.0
>70 5 5.0 Liquid 7 7.0
Religion Protestant 32 320 NPO 18 18.0
Buddism 34 34.0 Others 6 6.0
None 29 290 State of mobility Move freely without help 18 18.0
Others 5 5.0 of patients Move with help 44 440
Education level <Middle school 19 19.0 Can't move without help 29 29.0
High school 47 47.0 Can't move 9 9.0
>Baccalaureate 34 34.0 Present pain of Yes 83 83.0
Employment Employed 34 34.0 patients No 17 17.0
Unemployed 66 66.0 Degree of painof ~ Severe 33 39.0
Relation with Offspring 30 30.0 patients (n=83) Moderate 35 43.0
patient Spouse 43 43.0 Mild 15 18.0
Parent 16 16.0 Degree of concem  Good 79 79.0
Sibling 6 6.0 of family to patient ~ Moderate 17 17.0
Others 5 5.0 Bad 4 4.0
Person in charge Myself 31 31.0 Medical period after <12 45 45.0
of care Myself with some help 47 47.0 diagnosis (months)  12-<23 23 23.0
Share with family member 22 22.0 24-<35 13 13.0
Type of No 41 410 36-<47 9 9.0
present therapy Chemotherapy 39 39.0 =48 8 8.0
of patients Radiation therapy 7 7.0 Type of cancer Stomach 19 19.0
Operation 3 3.0 of patients Lung 15 15.0
Combination 10 10.0 Uterus & ovary 12 120
Type of receiced No 22 22.0 Hematologic i 1.0
therapy Chemotherapy 35 35.0 Hepatoma 11 1.0
of patient Radiation therapy 1 1.0 Cholangioadenoma 9 9.0
Operation 16 16.0 Colon & rectal 6 6.0
Combination 26 26.0 Breast 4 40
Insurance for Yes 35 35.0 Others 12 120
cancer No 65 65.0
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Table 2. Degree of needs of hospice care of the subjects

Table 3. Degree of needs of hospice care by characteristics

(n=100) (n=100)
. Average  Max- Needs of care
Variable Factor Mean=+SD mean=SD  Min Characteristics Scale —torF p
- Mean=+SD
Needs of Control of secondary 45654549 351+0.42 29-52
hospice  physical problen Y Sexofsubjects  Male 7370+8.26 -2.647 0,009
+
care  Emotional care 10924130 3.64+043 612 Female 79.89+9.22
Spiritual care to 995+158 331+052 6-12 Presenttherapy ~ No 78171838 2838 0.029"
prepare death of patients Chemotherapy ~ 75.41+7.83
Family support 996 =140 3.32+046 6-12 Radiation therapy 80.14%5.63
i +
Total 7656801 348+036 54-88 Operation 64.66:5208
Combination 75.70+6.11
Degree of concern  Good 77.35£8.00 1.963 0.150
o - . . of family to patient Moderate 73.37+7.41
= A5 83%0l1%aL, AHee o At 78‘—?— 39%, o Bad 73.75+853
43%, 7n]st 79 18%21 Ao& Uepttt 7 Hke 2)7] Medical period <12 77.64+823 1571 0.188
after 12-<23 73.62+7.56
o] O _
7H1d [ d5%elgiem 1d-24 wEk 23%, 2 35 mk diagnosis 24-<35 77.30+6.67
13%, 39 o]Ao] 17%= UERHTH 9o 7= $9H19%), H| (months) 36-<47 79.77+5.82
>48 7450+10.62
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