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Development and Validation of
Adaptive Game Use Scale (AGUS)

Hoon-Seok Choi Kyo-Heon Kim Joung Soon Ryong Keum-Mi Kim
Sungkyunkwan Chungnam Sungkyunkwan
University National University University

The present study explored the major components of adaptive game behavior among adolescents in Korea.
Based on relevant research and a pilot testing, an Adaptive Game Use Scale (AGUS) was developed and
validated. A stratified sampling procedure was used to draw a representative sample, and a total of 600
male and female students from middle schools and high schools in various regions participated in the
study. Factor analyses revealed 7 facets of adaptive game behavior, including experiencing vitality,
expanding life experience, making good use of leisure time, experiencing flow, exercising control,
experiencing  self-esteem, maintaining and expanding social network. Internal consistency and temporal
stability(4 weeks) of the scale were both high. A confirmatory factor analysis indicated that a 7-factor
hierarchical model fits well with the data. Moreover, additional analyses suggested that AGUS and game
addiction are conceptually distinct. Correlational analyses also indicated that AGUS has good discriminant

validity and concurrent validity. Implications of the findings and future directions were discussed.

Key words : Game, Adaptive game bebavior, Game addiction
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