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Abstract

A Study on the Guard System in the Last Period of the Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Sung-Jin

The guard system in the last period of the Joseon Dynasty, established at the time
of the struggle of invading world powers and the loss of the Dynasty rights, was
strengthened to protect the Royal family and the Dynasty from the attacks of foreign
DOWers.

While investigating both the military system and the guard system from the
beginning of King Gojong’s direct royal governing to the time of Japanese annexation
of Korea, we realize that the Joseon Dynasty not only lost the support of the public
but also had little power to cope with the aggression of foreign countries.

The reformation and strengthening by Daewongun, King Gojong’s father, was made
in preparation for King Gojong’s direct royal rule. Nevertheless, the intervention of
foreign countries in the domestic affairs of the Joseon Dynasty got worse. As opposed
to their intervention, Queen Minbi had engaged in politics, which resulted in
murderous attempts on her.

The Joseon Dynasty had tried to reform and intensify the guard system. New
names such as Muwiso, Chingunyeong, and Siwidai, had been given respectively.
Such reformation and intensification had little effect because of two successive
victories at the Sino—Japanese War and the Russo—Japanese War of Japan. Japan
occupied the Joseon Dynasty by force after all. The guard system of Dachan-jeguk(the
Empire of Korea) was eventually incapacitated;, an army in the cause of justice was
raised instead. However, The state of things and the guard system at that
incapacitated period gives a good lesson for the establishment of a modem guard
system at the present day.

Key Word : Guard  System, the Last Period of the Joseon Dynasty,  Muwiso,
Chingunyeong, Siwidai.
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