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Abstract

Evaluation of Moxibustion-related Health
Information on Korean Internet News Coverage

Kang O-seok', Park Hi-joon"?, Kim Song-yi'?, Lee Hye jung'? and Chae Youn-byoung"?

'Acupuncture and Meridian Science Research Center (AMSRC), Kyung Hee University
?BK21 Oriental Medical Science Center, Kyung Hee University

Objectives @ Despite the substantial amount of newspaper coverage related to complementary and
alternative medicine on the internet in recent years, little is know about the quality of the health
information. To evaluate health information of the newspaper articles on moxibustion available in Korea
through Korean language search engines and Web sites.

Methods @ We searched 454 news stories about moxibustion between 1 January 2006 and 31
December 2008. Among them, 34 internet news coverage related to health information on moxibustion
were selected and rated against eight categories by two individuals.

Results : The inter-rater reliability of the two reviewers was assessed as 069, indicating a
moderately high level of agreement. The overall rating score for 34 articles was 35.7¢17.2 for the
statement criteria and 129£17.0 for the satisfaction criteria. Overall, although they might be improving
recently, the scores remain generally low. There was a statistically significant difference in the score of
the newspaper coverage according to the type of evidence sources, including anecdotes.

urgently needed to enhance the information related to CAM including moxibustion through the news
media in Korea.

Key words : moxibustion, health information, internet news, medical journalism

Conclusions : There is substantial variability in news reporting practices about moxibustion. It is -
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Table 1.

Information on Korean Internet News Coverage

Each Evaluation Items and Two Criteria in the Evaluation of Moxibustion Related Health
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Fig. 1. Classifications of moxibustion related
health information on Korean interet news
coverage
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Table 2. Evaluation of Moxibustion Related Health Information on Korean Internet News Coverage
According to the News Headline
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Table 3. The Score of Each Evaluation Items of Moxibustion Related Health Information on Korean

Internet News Coverage
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Table 6. Comparison of the Score of Moxibustion Related Health Information on Korean Internet News

Coverage in Recent Three Years
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