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The Relationship between Children’s Representation of Mother and
Social Competence : Representation of Peers as a Mediating Variablex

A A (Myung Jin Jung)”
7133-&-(Kwang Woong Kim)?

ABSTRACT

This study examined the mediating role of representation of peers on the relations between children’s
representation of mother and social competence. Subjects were 547 elementary school children. Baron
and Kenny’s model (1986) was used to investigate mediating effects. Results were (1) there were no
differences in the representation of mother by gender. Girls had more positive representation of peers
than boys. (2) Girls’ representation of mother had more influence on social competence than boys’. (3)
Girls’ representation of peers had more influence on social competence than boys’. (4) Representation
of peers mediated relations between representation of mother and social competence. Girls’ representation

of peers had more mediating effect than boys’.

Key Words : oJ™Y 3 AJ(representation of mother), 2] 3/J(representation of peers), A543 58

(social competence).
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