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ABSTRACT

In the last thirty years, societal changes have affected Korean families at a fast pace. Some of these
changes include the fall of childbirth rate, expansion of women in the workforce, delay of first marriages,
and rise of divorces, remarriages, and international marriages. These new trends have created and
diversified new contexts for family structures and parent-child relationships. Both parents and children
are now confronted with a myriad of new challenges and in need of understanding the newly transformed-
family environments in respond to new ecological pressures. Contemporary issues concerning parent-child
relationships are discussed by analyzing the new trends and research issues on particular social issues
and pressures. Future policy issues are discussed based on these analyses combined with the critical

impact of the parent-child relationships on child development.

Key Words : parent-child relationships(3-%.-AHA #A)), family structure change(7157-% ¥ 3}), parent-
child interaction(F-2-APH *F&2}8), attachment(°2}), communication(2]AF~%), ecological
perspective(Z8 B 84 ).
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