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ABSTRACT

In this study, mothers of 205 4- to 5-year-old preschoolers responded to aggression episodes of Werner

et al. (2006); preschoolers’ teachers responded to the Preschool Social Behavior Scale (Crick et al.,

1997). Results showed, (1) boys exhibited more overt and relational aggression. (2) In overt aggression

episodes, mothers used encouragement to boys and rule violation responses to girls; in relational

aggression episodes, mothers used encouragement and power assertion responses to girls. (3) Mothers’

power assertion about overt aggression related negatively with preschoolers’ overt aggressive behaviors;

mothers’ discussion about relational aggression related positively with preschoolers’ overt aggressive

behaviors. Implications of these findings for the mothers’ responses by aggression types were discussed

in order in better understand preschooler’s aggressive behaviors.
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