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of tooth brushing, possibility of dental treatment.

THE ORAL HEALTH STATUS OF DISABLED PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY

Min-Ji Sung*, Seon-Mi Kim?, Kyu-Ho Yang?, Nam-Ki Choi?
School of Dentistry, Chonnam National University
*Department of Pediatric Dentistry , School of Dentistry, Chonnam National University and Dental Research Institute

The objective of this study was to assess oral health status such as prevalence of dental caries, gingivitis
and other combined disorder, orofacial dysfunction in patients with cerebral palsy(CP), as well as the state

Sixty-six subjects with CP aged 9 to 37 years were included in the study. Clinical caries status(DMFT
index) and other data were evaluated and statistically analyzed using SPSS program (SPSS 17.0). The re-
sults were as follows: The DMFT index and prevalence of gingivitis of study subjects were 2.82(male),
3.33(female) and 89%, respectively. DMFT index classified into four groups according to age as follows:
DMFT index were 1.14(ages 6-11), 1.40(ages 12-14), 2.16(ages 15-24), 4.15(ages 25-37). In addition to
the physical disorder, speech difficulty(86%), epilepsy(35%) and visual impairment(14%) were associated
and the epilepsy medication was the most common medication. And orofacial dysfunction such as the eat-
ing difficulties(79%), drooling(36%), swallowing disorder(30%), breathing difficulty(15%), bruxism(30%)
and snoring(33%) was shown. Most people with cerebral palsy can t brush alone and didn' t use oral care
adjunctive supplies. Moreover, Fifty-nine percent of them were noncooperative to dental treatment.

Key words : Cerebral palsy, DMFT index, Gingivitis, Combined disorder, Orofacial dysfunction
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Table 1. DMFT index by sex

sex Number DMEFT index
Male 34 2.82 + 2.82
Female 21 3.33 +4.07
Total 55 3.01 + 3.33
%
= N
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Fig. 2. The prevalence of gingivitis.
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Table 2. DMFT index by age

Age Number DMFT index

6-11 7 1.14 £ 0.69
12-14 10 1.40 + 2.06
15-24 12 2.16 + 2.48
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Fig. 3. Combined disorder of patient with cerebral palsy.
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Fig. 5. Orofacial dysfunction of patient with cerebral palsy.
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