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Comparative Analysis of Children’s Clothing Evaluative Criteria According to Groups
Divided by Mother’s Somatotype & Somatotype Cognition
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<Abstract>

Mothers are a powerful consumer force in the children clothing market, and somatotype plays an crucial role on
their evaluation of clothing and decision to purchase. It is therefore essential to identify the roles of mother’s
somatotype & somatotype cognition in relation to purchasing of children clothing. This study aimed to investigate
the effects of mother’s actual somatotype & somatotype cognition on their children’s clothing evaluative criteria. In
order to compare the clothing evaluative criteria of the groups and among the groups by mother’s somatotypes at
the point of children’s clothing purchases, mother’s actual somatotype & somatotype cognition of their self and
their children were adopted as variables. Total usable questionnaires were obtained from 147 middle-aged mothers
of students aged between 10 & 13. Results indicated that practical, commodity & symbolic dimensions of children’s
clothing evaluative criteria were used differently by each group to decide on purchase of clothing for thin, moderate
& heavy children. This study provides important commercial information about mother’s actual somatotype &
somatotype cognition related to their children’s clothing evaluative criteria, and as such can be used strategically to
the effective communication with consumers.

Corresponding Author : Sunmi Park, Department of Apparel, lowa State University, 301ho, 647bunji, Bokjeong-dong ,Sujeong-gu ,Seongnam-si,
Gyeonggi-do, 461-200, Korea Tel: +82-31-755-7673 Fax: +82-31-755-7674 E-mail: pjsunmi@paran.com
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