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Role of Oxytocin in Male Reproduction

Sung-Ho Lee'
Dept. of Life Science, Sangmyung University, Seoul 110-743, Korea

ABSTRACT : Due to its well-known function in parturition and milk ejection, oxytocin (OT) has been considered as a
‘female neurohypophyseal hormone’. Recent studies, however, clearly indicate that OT has some local roles in male
reproduction via both central and peripheral routes. In experimental rodents, OT is released within distinct brain regions
in response to social stimuli, and the brain OT receptor (OTR) mediated actions were strongly involved in the regulation
of a variety of male behaviors such as mating-associated behaviors. In particular, OT and/or OTR knockout mice provide
important clues about the molecular regulatory mechanism of the socio-sexual behaviors. Several lines of evidence also
show that OT is synthesized within rodents testis, epididymis and prostate, and the presence of OTRs in these organs. In
rodent testes, OT might have a role in the modulation of steroidogenesis via stimulation of the conversion of testosterone
(T) to dihydrotestosterone (DHT) by Salpha-reductase. Similar effects of OT on this androgen conversion were observed
in epididymis and prostate suggesting the OT's modulatory role, such as contractility induction, in these androgen-dependent
organs. In this context, further investigations on the OT's role in male CNS and reproductive organs are likely to provide
better understanding on the complex socio-sexual behaviors and a platform for development of therapeutics to treat some
psychological and/or andrological problems.

Key words : Oxytocin(OT), Male sexual behaviors, Knockout mice, Testicular steroidogenesis, 5 alpha-reductase, Contractilities,

Therapeutics.
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80 o] A

FUF ol BREES] A5 197 69 cystein©] disulfide
bridge® ¥Al8}9, neurophysin 15} 289 Z2s=8 §
B 2 A B tH(Thackare et al., 2006). OT+ BAMH 9] %O
2E oA /M go] BHEHE AA4YEeRolY, X &
A FA7t fAke 9719 vkA 2 Al (arginine vasopressin,
AVP)3} 87 AVgsi-H3teAl $9 A2 (hypothalamo-
neurohypophyseal system)¢] 529 8471 €¢), OT=
1928\ £ A E8 =} E. Scharrere] o8] E17]dM A&
I EA7E YE A, TRHS 3 195080 ofv] 4t M€
ol #HE x4 AR |E F A TH(Neumann, 2007).
YA OT 7E2 vld Z AEA ¢ 7] 4 714,
HErA THOE Wolurt 417 gke] BA¥ A FF
ool H e ANE £@stE TEEOEAMY OTE o 947
¢} magnocellular neurong ol o5 FAIH o] 27 10 wlof
0.13 pg AE2 FHIHEH, olF AEAY YREL A3}
H-9] AAFE(supraoptic nucleus, SON)# -4 8 (paravne-
tricular nucleus, PVN)ell 2o it} EFNAA o)A =83}
+ I8 A7 24 E 4 (neuromodulator) 24 & OTE= A4S}
B parvocellular neuronE ZHE WA o8 A4, FH
2 7 YEE F4ho] FAVste] F1] P rh(Campbell, 2008).
9, 2RI E, 53] Ah, FAL AYA, &4, ¥4, &
T 5% 2 AARHEAME OT7F §4 - £y) - 4%
o] LYY=, T2H 02 £4)8 OT= HE B4 (brain-
blood-barrier, BBB)S 53314 X3ty 4#A T OTY
s (half-lifey= BFAA 2~3%, HHFYCSHAME
o 208, 283 HoMe AGuitt zpol7t Qg & YA
o 1#°]tiJones & Pickering, 1972; North et al., 1982;
Mens et al., 1983).

OTe AgsdlA Al S ER3e 929 A
HYYALS sk, olEF AL 9RAM FAT OT
g M T yehte, 3] £3H4 OT mRNAZ©] 15087}
A Z2EH0E AFHM Z VYERITHGimpl & Fahrenholz,
2001). €ty ez @3] ARG 2 ¥F OT £8¢
Bt} OT A& Z4oE 2EZA 484 S(estrogen
receptors, ERs)°] 9478 F-& #o3=vl, ERalpha 5441 &
58 4= HEA (amygdala)l 1<) OT 44 A(OT receptor,
OTR) &4-& 25314, ERbeta £EA & S AJAfelR
A2 OT §4& AFdle A& Y& HHBroad et al,
2006; Carter, 2007). OT w2 A - glojA, CD38

cd w3 44

FAAY AP g T2 E7t Slok(in et al,
2007). CD382 A YA "o Ao A xet #F gy
Aolm, ADP-ribosyl cyclase 84 < Z2+7 Ca’* NEZHLE
AE 9 AL ulshsch CD38 knockout(CD38 ') ¢4 A
e AL Aslgo #AHo] e dake, vl At A
7)) Q5o &AL, A7l tg BAge] A, &
Ao A4 AL A Fo] st DA, A5 T3 EF &
Aol Z7tstgh old 83 OT $5-& S84 AVP &
2 W3R Yoke=d), o] CD38”T AF S AJAFHE) lentiviral
vector A|2E S A14-3ld] CD38S AY - SHAAEL 9 A
713 AY8) A 7193 B4 8Fo] SEHh CD38” AA
o HalrA 29 OT AR THAME BEF 9% OT &
Hlol A EU Ca™ Aol AsEEd, o9 fASE AL
CD38™ A# ] CD38 A A E Fofslx veldet. ol s
ZAEL CD380| OT £Hls} B4 & A3 5 249
2% 98¢ 92%E BAFE Aol

OTE Wiy 498 243 o4 AAdAM 2875
g 2o ‘3 H3rA S 52 P (female neurohypophyseal
hormone)’ ©.Z ¥4 gt Ty ol A5 % CD38 knock-
out AFAE AL AT} o] OT7F FFAEAY A5 &
Ao Bodsly, T22E £RANE FH YA S 2Ede
ZRA 7150 RIS OTo) o8 2= 35 H4
& A A BT, 5 1) 939 B A5H g5 ¢ 4 9
3 A7), & 9594 $A(pair-bonding), 2) A3 F A4
A3 2/ A3t d$-& £4, 3) AEE F7] R
A AFLE UE F Utk £ =RANE TREE FAY
2 & 930 OTY A5 289 s oksiglen, A4

o AAERANG 42D 15E 0.

4]

s
3

9t £7 YA H0MS] OTR EX

OTd] & +#44E 1 A2 AU AVPY tid #4844
(AVPR)7} Holk 35771 4e{zl Aol g & shute]
Futo] ZF e ALz H OTRE rhodopsin-type
class 1 G-@¥]d & 4£A(G-protein coupled receptor,
GPCR) sjdele] &3l 7709 Axe 4% ooz o
FolAE ZYJelozold, GTP 2% 982 F Gyna %
Agsld GB y 9 7 phospholipase- 3 (PLC-5)%] &

e 23

9& £33l 2 AFE inositol 3-phosphate(IP3)9t 1,2-
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diacylglycerol(DAG)®] A443-& oF7|$HhKimura et al., 1992;
Ku et al,, 1995). IP;= M EW AZTZ2EH Ca2 428 &
i, 12 Q13 AZUY ghoFst dgukgEo] dojuA
A HGimpl & Fahrenholz, 2001). OTRS 284 9] 220
el M o2 GPCREH FYLaHA A48 &7 (desensiti-
zation)& Y 2.7)EH, <17F OTRY 60% ©]/4Fo] Ak =
= ¥ 5~10% Well WA} 3} ¥ cHGimpl & Fahrenholz, 2001).
OTR Z ¢F 10~15%% caveolac$} 7o) Zg AHEo] T8
3t A E=e) wA Teele] £43l+H], OTR-cavelolin 28
A AZ EROR Solgt AAEHA T 0T 28 &
A dFATo] 743 dol A HHGimpl & Fahrenholz,
2001).

OT7} 3 A4 7150l 9lojA 2 ZEu|(paracrine) %
AAAE JAHHA dlF Z2F)A OT7F HE AT OT
Sol Al F&A7E EAsl ok =, 50149 OTRS &4
T 7Y Aol7k Q71 AT o £A BAEH 2AE
oA EAE T A ol HAE v %S E8) OT 5847}
At wEs A E(astrocyte)dl] EA13to] wHE A o)
(Di-Scala GD & Strosser, 1995). A4 2129 7% OTRo] T
¥ 92 ¥, F7HA 25 9} 1 38 (anterior olfactory nucleus),
island of Calleja®t 55 *#(ventral pallidum), QA
(limbic system)$! bed nucleus, Y HEA], = & ujo)3)
H-(subiculum), A]’33}45-¢] 8213 (ventromedial nucleus,
VMN) 123 Ho A WA 8 ch(Tribollet et al., 1992). *]
olAe] OTR #XAA ¢4 7+ 2 Aol QAT AVP 2
9 E= AVPRIAE & EE o7t Ytk(Barberis &
Tribollet, 1996). 9] ©]F7]¢ AE7le BA A AA
FLF 1A F s, 99X AFE FAN AT A
35 VMNe|A 9] OTR 2d2 AlR7] olddE ASHXA
FAT o] F QAN FEIA vetinirt k37t A9
W Al OT ZE59171 24 3cK(Tribollet et al., 1992). ©]
T =37t AYHUAN I3 g AEAH o) ZHadtd o]
Ue 8402 35, 718 F 9449 OTR 23
= Q4L 4 2Bz EHoln, 8} FHI HAEA
HES B33 738 A4 A £F02 OTR 20| 38y
7] W& o] th(Arsenijevic et al., 1995). ZR|FAE, OT7} ¥
A Aol vFR] GnRHAE AAeHE 23042 24
g 7h5/0] RIHAY AAZ, OT7F AE67(median emi-
nence, ME)oll 9]¢ AR TGN HEHY FuAE &
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& HaleA AES2 AYEHI OTRO| I £l £33 o)
H 75 A tH Antoni, 1986; Samson & Schell, 1995). OT=
olpl H3lA APA A4 prolactin(Page et al., 1990),
ACTH(Legros et al., 1984), 18] 1 gonadotropin(Robinson
& Bvans, 1990)9] ¥ 24 #dsts A 2tk

Bl E 27} Aol AT, THFEY A FA 0Tt
FRAoE A4 FAL I3 AYddA Treoite
ZA7F dd(lvell et al, 1997). 8F 9] 49 OT B5&
% FTH A%, AAM = RT-PCRY dJsiMst A&
HAHFoo et al., 1991). #F A4 OTE Leydig Al E oA
Hd= ™, gonadotropinat Al #e AT &4 o3|
ZAHE Ao 2 HtKNicholson & Jenkin, 1993). 4
OTY 71522 AAH F99 FEIA 22 myoid A X
of Zgated AFF F£E2S ST E AR F4HE,
AAE AAAN A AEEH (spermiation) ] A7} A4
AB2HE FWALE Eo7kE A7]¢ OT wHgA4de) 7t
gk &, OTe AAHERY S S33% 5401 fle AAE
RALE #43t 715E B8 A 22 H At (Nicholson
& Jenkin, 1993; Assinder et al., 2002). 13 H|, OTRE.t}
X AVPR,0l 7 ¥l B @ol EASEE OTY % A=l
AVPR & /% 7542 5 #3tth(Harris & Nicholson,
1998). 84, Q17t3} §4] FA LAY OT ¢4 OIR &
A7} 8915 =l (Filippi et al., 2002b; Harris et al., 1996),
OT7} AMEAl 87 FAA "R £5& F7HA A %
Fog ZAE #FAUTE BiL7t ITHHIb, 1977). £,
OTE VIPSH 7 8 244 T2 4585 S5 4
At BARL MR % 9 RO RT £45ES Pk Suddard
et al,, 2002). 17+ H@ A9 OT ¥/d(Whittington et
al,, 2004), 17+ 33 H@AHAA Y OTR EAl(Frayne &
Nicholson, 1998; Whittington et al., 2004; Assinder et al.,
2004)7t B OTE VIPS 84 A7t 878 T8
o2 ZRFENM A +584E 57170t Bodanszky
et al, 1992). AAE, OT7} ol=d3 A SR &4
AFFO| L AET % & 2Tl ¢EiA e, o
T OT7F A AEA 5 28 FATS AL
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Bl geA Jed, 9oz 43 g4 32
o718t F2% Ao, Q7] A=
S} th(Stoneham et al., 1985; Carmichael et al., 1987). Sigs]
o 4, A7 B3 E A 3AAH 7‘3 =
AE A daago 2-dA OT7F 998l "-EJQ% £ o,
22 A Fel 7H AEs A8 E 4eRed shee
e FHE wo|gFol HoM Y OT Aladd] J3e F
gete AL e FEo AAZ, ZoF U4 A9
PVN A9 c-fos 8ol F53AY, Z|FY A9
PVNAME OT & o] 1|7t Z71%te] ilﬂ‘iiﬂ'(ﬂanagan
et al, 1993). 3, ¥ 9 OT7} A4, 3, 7] J2)7 9

SEE uLy]_‘zg]J,} 2R QYT 2N spAo) g
H(Argiolas & Melis, 2004), PVN°] OT7} 1}7}'5—3— RE

Z(autoexcitatory neuropeptide) T AH-43= £9), & 9% 9
autocrine = A7HE M Y (self-feedback) ¥ ol2k= 2]n)
ojth. AAZ, PVNe| A7A= e TEEHER S F93lo
42 £ 7% Ol 9% W159 S717H Alekd th(Argiolas
& Gessa, 1987; Liu et al., 1997). A AYPFA| 1}e}
= WA ¥ OT AlaH Y] A3l 2EH A fd 3%
4 ARU R S AAFe B &3t 9

AFIA BAS FA =8 EH A H- A g5 F
doltt. 29 EF|(prairie vole, Microtus ochrogaster)= A
Aol EEd % 4R UA A A FAE 7
=t vl AEe 485 EoItH(Young & Wang, 2004).
AREUA #AA EF9 "4 ¥z (caudate putamen)H
= - Y3 #AdE 7912 33 (nucleus accumbens)dl
¢ OTR 2@ BS ) 9 BEA, 93 A4
(mediodorsal thalamus)°ll 4]¢] AVPR H8S dHE A% &4
7} obd SEE T Fth(Insel & Shapiro, 1992; Insel et al.,
AZRE O EE S 33 RAH AA A4
S A 9H(Cho et al., 1999), AVPS} OT] H &2 7}z}
?ﬁﬂr HANM 27 o T8 202 Btk OTY F8
4 9ol A3 Feged o 2A4S 33 =37
3t A 59 E(prefrontal cortex)®] E3HThHYoung &
Wang, 2004).

ol

OT™"~ Mz|9} OTR™™ MFIM B YN

HAZA A OT EdWolE B E v glis, o)

z ERER R

oH OT knockout(KO),
A& o] Al 4\1_ Az 2 F2o] 7}

5t AA T, A £ 7l 7 o
(Nishimori et al., 1996). ¢17te] 2oh& F7] 913 SA 2
OT7} 98 AHEEE ZX & § A%el, OT7t Hum Z

T FEE TEse %"6 @1%’% FPFE £
ol A A= Ry
gexd 1ol ¢
A2} AF(wild type)t OT"' A#A% OTE ¥ Av(intra-
cerebrovnetricular icv) PIA B8 A4 dE gdEe 59
EH 4 grooming)©] 28k FEEAL, 53 OT ™"
*347} A4 AFEOE A H & 718 B THAmico et
al,, 2004). °]= AVPeHE 28 AR OT Zf9 wHeolfle
dl, OT Z&A <l atosibans FAZ 3 & OTS AVPE F¢Y
£ o AVPY] 9% B9 Svie WEE SA T OTY
g Z7k= AlekA ) dEolh oeld Fuhg FEE OT
FAA 2 A% E g A 93 OTRY B¥H5
Aol 27131907 ELZ At ¢ OTR™™ 4AY

ATE GRS 95 o\l 992, 443 2
9 By o) 79 Sobe] o4 By, 47 OTR
4 £94 218 vekhed, o1 44 £7 0T

A FAANME FAFSHA WUEF) T Takayanagi et al., 2008).
g, OTR™™ AF AL vt A F99) thgets AL
ZA&d o]Fo] eyt th(Nishimori et al., 2008).

22 & 3(Bruce's effect)= IS AFA 7 297} 7Hs
3 A2 FAL F3H YAl FeHE S AA s
tl(Bruce, 1959), & 39 2Fd 288 HzEA 54
2l testosterone(T)-2] =24 AL 1 o] g 213244
NEE gl A dte] dojdrhLee, 2006). ¢ OT
A7 T AVP, T AR A A5y A £AE 47
AAMEI B Z thaiA & A3, OTY AVPZF 22 348
efbed R3] S AT Wersinger et al, 2008).

§3, Ca’’/calmodulin-dependent protein kinase Ialpha
ZZRHE AFE3to] Cre-recombinase$t loxP -5 Alo]
9] OTR +3AE A AstE A 5 o] (forebrain-specific)
conditional KO AJ# 7} WEHIJ =, AF 21~28UFH
% Z(septum), 3 Hhippocampus), &3 ¥ £29] OTR
Agre] 7AAagto] #2HArH(Lee et al,, 2008). ©] AH IR
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o 73, VARl A7, 74 &% 285, 4
& o) (anxiety-related behaviors), 3 A3 SolM+ o]
of HAHA ¢, BE XA/MXE U OTR H34
H3l= Fe 4 9] global OTR KO A# 9t € 2
7} 7Vsdlth 7 global OTR KO AF oA 9<«d
w3kl thd ALSA 719o] EAFEE Aol wlE, Ay
°l% OTR KO A= t& 719 &40 s 2 F9
A AR A FHol gk < ’51 & xole Ao E estth
of A= AR AH A5 A AA Y Ax OTRe] &
a3 F9e Aol

ox
1

o Hr Ll

rgo T S = - M-V A )

i

d

=29,

oTel A W AHZ0|E & - 2H| =F

A2 Well OT-OTR Al &® o] EAgo] YA ol
o] Leydig |29 A 2| Zo]& g %%
stelebe 7Hdo] AjtH gt 718 WA, AVPY OT
AAS s FA AT FY) SEEEO] AYAAFIE
of o8 fE¥ kel FH Leydig A2 =2 A 47
AL AHALE AAE, F Leydig Al X0l EA3l= AAE
8 FE&A o AE3te) AAE ool F s th(Adashi
& Hsueh, 1981). ©]% OT7} =& 1y
AR C213F C19 58 HASA RaA 8o o) &
o A golx B AEQ etmEAl AAg 9AE oA
Fol RN Kwan & Gower, 1988).
A 8] AL OTE B717H4F) AF FA 23,
Aad @5 T o&0] sl Zas9AN, T 8 @&
AL ety FAFAAAR A EE YL 247\}'?9]
W37} FubE A = A TH(Nicholson et al., 1991). o] &
= 58 OT Mgl o8] g4t 85 dlhydrotestostone(DHT)
ol B fosH M-S e, o 23 OT
7} Salpha-reductase E4-& 243l TolA DHTZ ¢ A3
X713, o] Wi OTE AN A4 U AF Fo3)
AR R AT FFo] gl ASE FHHAG o9
shiel 2=, ek AF Leydig A2 hCGE AMA
FASL T #Hlol n)A]= 0T w9k A7k oE4 Jgg
ZARG A3 w2 AIZE A ) FHEAL e
B, OT(10™°M) #& 3A17F ZAFE By} 743 B934
(Tahri-Joutei & Pointis, 1988). 1#4d], 49 OT $+4AE
Fadsle PAHE AA 0 4 W OT T2 100 o)

22 g4 - 2

& &(Pregnenolone) 2]

ki sl

i

¥
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zZyksla =], A4l TS DHT £22 gz v&) 9
A sorow, OTY] A& E-ata 4o e st
A me ARz Wyt UeA] % THARg et al,
1991; 1994). ol 47 A+ A3t & 83 Al A3 OT
£ AR Azel fAlstal A AR Leydig Al 26l
ol 0TS @] AYd= o hCG xﬁ%aﬂ ST 7124 T &)
7} 27H0E Adgdde WA EEY, AA3 A7) Fa
Wl OT sprde] A7|Fo ok Fdg E‘HL* VERLE 74
o stk Ao ~HZo|T FAAA WA= OTS AVP
o} gakS A G 7tetr] sl M FEl AA EF Leydig A=
ol OT, VP, OT &4 ¢ AFA & 10/ 7 v 2 @7]7}
A @ Ao, OT(10 °~107°M) Fod& 714 T A4+&
FE 9EA 08 fosA F/HIAAR LHE ASE T A
NG b g,Jr/} 1% ch(Frayne & Nicholson, 1995). 01 L'r’

o4 OT &2 A(TG-OT; [Thr4, Gly7]-0T) 3 5% 9J&
RO /AT Ag*k Z712 38l OT 4 3A Fod ¢
& TG-0TY £2 Z#7t AAHEE, 33 Leydig Al %2
T A4l M% 0T94 E37F Az Eold9l OTRS
& 249 A3 AR, AR olF 2L A7
Eo o&) 3F A4 OTRY EAG Fxdol SREHNAG
(Frayne & Nicholson, 1995).

H}\«l A RolE /«gswﬂ ,,}x%oﬂ ZE= OTY 349
shAeA ohe] AdRAAE A AAolA, A7) Fol]
9 ob 71l g A7t *g-?— ~94 3 2598 MASH
79 3 & HAE AL 9 FaWE A4 OT(20,
50, 200 ng)E 918 A, A A Leydig MFE2} 71 A
T AL FofstA S7HRL 85 T €% 07}2%&}
(Gerendai & Csernus, 1995). °1& WA d&a 313 9] Hi)
ME OT7H T §70 dolA 74 A=a%108 A48
F 9SS et 83, OTE od SEEIME A
29 T Ahg A58k W, AAAAE T *@f\ g A
F1HA DHTS A4 S/ =
OTS =24 34 - Fujgke] BA o)A OT7} 140}* A
A F&FS nA JHeAE Zyshol doh AAR, ¥A
8 v g OT7F Al at-s el Age 948k #
AE %38 gonadotropeE AH AT F U3, in vitrodl
A LH 2412 277 o] EIH Y tHRobinson & Evans,
1990; Evans et al., 1999).

g, OT7F x4 02 AA 87 HA oA Salpha-

FP

P\

of

clok

E e &N
m{m rek k
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reductase®] 84S Z7HA110] B 5] 1th(Nicholson & Jenkin,
1994). 19|, DHT+ $34 715 X240 g4&o|ng 2

341 OTS OTRY ZAE o150 ¥4 7|5 240 #
0% JBsAE A, BBD £32 %z‘& 4 6

7P @ 715 olth o9k fALEHA, O
A Salpha-reductase A& 571A1A T-4 DHTE«] A%s
Z 23l =dNicholson, 1996), OTE &4 9 HF A &4
Z7tet FAl E4 A FR-E op7)3ke A ZoiAssinder
et al., 2002; 2004). 2ZE2x o2 AYPAMY e OT-OTR A~
92 T A DHTE Aste &2 oz A9A 7)

5 23 - orhE APY B9 B 24 - o) Bolsie o2
#395
4 &
= 02 A3BeelEESE Be 24471 B 2R

—:ZH o}Ei, Y7 AF-A XY A35AL-715(38F) Wt
2 ololXE gae] P45l i olsizt AjF oz fol
& Holth OT7} Hell A vdehll 715 A& 97E, 53
OTst OTR KO A#A tehts 8458 39 & 23
ol OT94 ‘AAHL 7% el g AEA PYF 24 )
EATE RolFEd, 53 £RANY 45 &
A BAY 4 2 fAd FLE LS . T2
|4, OTE Bau 28| 2olE 22 4 - #
ol 9om, Jlet B Ao AP 7% -0
Aoz Bt ENEIAR de] AHEFHA 2
°], OTE ol A& eHgAo] Gryg EFo|n
ool 475 B9 A8A 2 AHEE 7
A OTY 2/ A4 3 A4 L 750
T, AE Fo AeH-HEAFAH D) &

ANEBOZ o]Fo|7 F4H N2YoHe) Ejst 7
& 717 g A7t o] FoE AL Wl f F43 HH A
T4 S8 /N + A& ALE Jgdn.
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