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A Study of the Pitch Measurement Location and Reference Line
for a Research of Declination in Korean
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Kwak, Soookyoung -+ Shin, Jiyoung

ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to find an adequate method to study declination in Korean. In previous studies of declination in
Korean, maximum and minimum pitch values in an accentual phrase were measured. But this method is inadequate when an
accentual phrase is located at the intonational phrase. So in order to exclude the final tone of an intonational phrase, we
propose to measure pitch values of the first and second tone in an accentual phrase when the tonal pattern of the accentual
phrase is ‘LHLH’. In this case, the line that connects every first tone of an accentual phrase is the baseline, and the line that
connects every second tone of an accentual phrase is the topline. By a comparison of declination between focused and neutral
utterances, we will show that the topline of declination is more direct to the speaker’s plan than the baseline.

Keywords: Declination, pitch measurement location, topline, baseline
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