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sychiatric disorders are quite common in surgical patients. However, surgeons are less likely to refer patients
P to psychiatrists than other physicians, who also have a tendency to under-recognize psychiatric disorders among
their patients. Therefore, a large proportion of psychopathology in surgical patients is either undiagnosed or mis-
diagnosed and not optimally treated, if treated at all. This column focuses on common psychiatric issues that ge-
nerally arise in surgical patients and reviews psychiatric issues specific to specialized surgical settings and patients
(eg, burn units, obesity surgery).
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