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Allometric Equations for Estimating the Standing Biomass of Basidiocarps
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ABSTRACT: The mushroom takes in charge of decomposer in ecosystem and its production is important indi-
cator for sounded ecosystem function. To determine standing crop of basidiocarps(fruit body of mushroom), a weight
must be measured by harvesting mushroom individual in the field. But this method has profound affection on the basid-
iocarps population or its surrounding condition due to habitat destruction. Thus, in this study, without harvesting
any mushroom in the field, we developed allometric equation using some morphological parameters to estimate standing
crop biomass of basidiocarps. Lentinula edodes, Pleurotus ostreatus, Flammulina velutipes and Conocybe tenera were used
for allometry. Morphological variables of the mushroom were pileus diameter, pileus area, stipe length and
stipe thickness. Consequently, all the experimental mushrooms species showed significantly correlation in biomass esti-
mation of basidiocarps from allometric equation (p<0.05). As a result of this research, the standing biomass of the basid-
iocarps could be indirectly estimated with proportional expression, allometric equation drived from morphological characters.
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Fig. 1. Morphological parameters of basidiocarps to construct
the allometric equation for the standing crop biomass.
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Table 1. Morphological parameters and dry weight (g) of the standard individuals of P. ostreatus, F. velutipes, C. tenera and L. edodes

No. D PA2 SL ST PD PA PD’ pry No PP PAz SL ST PD PA PD’ pry
(cm) (cm”) (cm) (cm) *SL  *SL *SL weight(g) (em) (cm’) (cm) (cm) *SL *SL *SL  weight(g)
Pleurotus ostreatus Conocybe tenera
1 443 1541 471 0.75 20.87 72.56 9243 0.73 1 155 754 472. 028 732 3561 1134 0.05
2 5001 1970 4.52 126 22.65 89.06 11345 0.96 2 199 1243 539 0.19 10.73 67.02 2134 0.05
3 376 11.10 433 098 1628 48.05 6122 046 3 239 1794 6.12 026 14.63 109.77 3496  0.09
4 307 740 446 086 13.69 33.00 42.04 0.44 4 209 1375 455 020 951 6241 1987 0.06
5 413 1339 530 1.62 21.89 70.97 90.40 0.98 5 215 1451 532 027 1144 7722 2459  0.08
6 363 1034 435 0.68 1579 45.00 57.32 040 6 1.16 423 391 0.19 454 1652 526 0.03
7 6.3 29.50 5.05 1.23 30.96 148.96 189.76 1.06 7 125 491 380 025 475 18.64 594 0.03
8 338 897 497 0.09 16.80 44.57 56.78 0.57 8 159 794 38 020 6.07 3032 9.66 0.04
9 460 16.61 291 0.81 13.39 4834 61.58 0.73 9 238 1779 5.00 025 11.90 8393 2832 0.07
10 293 6.74 4.07 0.82 1429 3936 50.14 0.39 10 1.89 1122 558 022 1055 62.59 19.93  0.06
11 351 9.67 4.07 082 1429 3936 50.14 0.39 11 098 3.02 395 0.15 387 1191 3.79 0.02
12492 19.00 492 1.17 2421 9349 119.10 1.11 12 197 12119 557 027 1097 67.88 21.62 0.04
13 476 17.79 458 0.74 21.80 81.46 103.77 0.86 13 1.16 423 383 0.19 444 16.18 5.15 0.02
14 512 20.58 434 0.85 2222 8931 113.77 122 14 189 1122 466 0.18 881 5227 16.65 0.04
15 559 2453 520 1.09 29.07 127.55 16249 1.34 15 149 697 471 0.18 7.02 32.83 1046 0.03
16 3.17 789 380 0.61 12.05 2998 38.19 0.37 16 1.06 353 321 0.16 340 1133 3.61 0.01
17 635 31.65 636 0.99 40.39 201.31 256.45 1.76 17 156 7.64 424 020 6.61 3240 1032 0.03
18 3.78 1122 330 1.08 1247 37.01 47.15 0.50 18 158 784 406 0.18 641 31.83 10.14 0.03
19 317 789 462 099 14.65 3644 4643 0.67 19 1.71 9.18 458 0.13 7.83 42.05 13.39 0.04
20 3.50 9.62 4.01 098 14.04 38.56 49.12 048 20 2.10 13.85 5.18 0.23 10.88 71.73 22.84 0.06
Flammulina velutipes Lentinula edodes
1 021 0.03 399 013 084 0.14 0.18 0.01 1 400 1256 2.60 090 1040 32.66 41.60 2.54
2 022 004 6.5 014 135 023 030 0.02 2 500 19.63 346 130 17.30 4346 86.50 3.19
3 020 0.03 363 0.1 073 0.1 0.15 0.01 3 515 2082 330 1.08 17.00 68.71 87.52 4.62
4 021 003 437 013 092 0.15 09 0.01 4 506 20.10 3.15 1.53 1594 6331 80.65 4.82
5 023 004 6.89 016 158 029 0.36 0.02 5 5.7 2550 324 123 1847 82.64 10527 3.08
6 030 007 724 016 217 051 065 0.03 6 4.18 1372 269 098 1124 3690 47.00 2.19
7 0.84 055 1161 049 975 643 819 0.11 7 639 3205 345 1.20 22.05 110.58 140.87 5.25
8§ 0.78 048 11.61 044 9.06 554 7.06 0.09 8 570 2550 346 1.19 19.72 8825 11242 3.17
9 100 079 10.89 0.71 10.89 855 1089 0.14 9 6.04 2864 377 097 2277 107.97 137.54 3.39
10 071 040 11.15 030 7.92 441 562 0.08 10 528 21.88 3.55 1.12 18.74 77.69 98.97 2.34
11 019 0.03 483 0.12 092 0.14 0.17 0.01 11 421 1391 3.07 129 1292 4271 5441 2.45
12 025 005 700 0.15 71.75 034 044 0.03 12 493 19.08 3.14 1.00 1548 5991 7632 2.62
13 016 002 322 0.11 052 0.06 008 001 13 565 2506 3.01 1.05 17.01 7543 96.09 4.01
14 027 006 7.59 0.16 205 043 0.55 0.03 14 5.05 20.02 3.15 097 1591 63.06 80.33 2.41
15 016 002 330 0.10 0.53 0.07 008 001 15 487 18.62 341 095 16.61 6349 80.87 4.09
16 035 010 821 0.18 2.87 0.79 1.01 0.03 16 422 1398 343 0.87 1447 4795 61.08 2.85
17 0.75 044 1144 026 858 505 644 0.08 17 475 17.71 3.18 1.00 15.11 56.32 71.75 2.95
18 029 007 790 0.17 229 052 066 0.03 18 534 2238 323 1.06 1725 7230 92.11 292
19 021 003 661 0.11 139 023 029 0.02 19 428 1438 349 1.12 1494 50.19 6393 3.81

20 021 003 656 013 138 023 029 0.02 20 4.6 1358 339 0.78 14.0 46.05 58.67 3.64

PD; pileus diameter, PA; pileus area, SL; stipe length, ST; stipe thickness
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Pleurotus ostreatus
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Fig. 2. Allometric equations for estimation of the standing crop biomass of basidiocarps of four species mushrooms by the
morphological character parameters (PD; pileus diameter, PA; pileus area, SL; stipe length).
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